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6 Will andCommand is, nd Wedoe hereby 
riſe! you forthwith to Print, Publiſh and 
& fe! a Ju he Book, Entituled, A. Colle#ion of 
the Patorion of divers Counties of this our Krngdome 
Sole cribed by the Gentry, Miniſters, ayd Freeholders 
of thoſe Counties inbehalf of Epiſcopacy, the Lyturgie 
and Church Goverment , and for the eſtabliſhing our. 
Rights, and Liberty of the $ ubjef. And for ſo doing, 
T his ſhall be your Warrant. 


Gives & at our Conrt at York the 
20th, of May, 1642, 


The Collector to the Reader. 
i 


READER, 


ET meput thee in minde(as theſe times do me)of a ſpecial Law in (that ſcngulas | 
pattern of « well —_—_ State Sparta. $0 ſenſible were they of the ill effetts of 


Innovaſions in Government that who ever propoſed anew Law, preſented himſelf with 
« Halter about his neck, his Head paid the Treſpaſſe of a new invented Prejudice. But 
Oh ! Quantum mutantar agg, 104-1 rm nos, So rare agift have the illuminated 
fancies of this allknowing Age , That old women without Spettacles can diſcover popiſh 
plots, young men and prentizes aſſume to regulate the Rebellion iu Ireland Sea men and 
Marriners reform the houſe of Peers; poore-men porters and labonrers, ſpy outs malig- 


amant party and diſcipline them; T he countrey clouted ſhoe renew the decayed trade of 


theCity T he cobler patch up a Religion, and all theſe petition for a tranſlation, both of 
Church & Statewith ſo little fear of the halter that they mould think themſelves negle- 
ted if they had not thanks for their care of the Republick:only he that deſires the rati(< 
cation of an old Law, or cf « long ſetled a Government looks as if the Halter 
were his ſhare ; And though there be thirty thouſand hands ſubſcribed to it; *Tis ods, 
mot one of all theſe dares prefer a Petition to that purpoſe : Oh! Quispudor quod 
non przſtet infidelitas 0h ! what a ſhame is it, an ignorant Separatiſt ſhall covertly 
draw Supſcri bers out of blind zeal to looſe papers, and thoſe.to be annext to ſome Em- 
bryon yet unhatcht, and delivered inthe name of a County with confidence, when 4 
Kinie t of 4 ſhire ſhall perhaps ſmother the true child and dares not own it. That a few 
innovaſions (hall be able to Rakes toBlack heath, Southwarke, ad Saint-Georg's 
Fields, thouſands of credulous people, with implicite faiths, to go along with Petitions 
ſhall be ſhewed them when they come there, for the alteration of laws and Government : 
and the reſolutions of an aſſizes or Seſſions of Fuſiices, publiſhed in all Pariſhes, ſizned 
by all the free holders of a County, for the ſupportation of Laws and Government, ſhall 
not produce one Patriot to preſent the unanimous deſires of 4 County : yet it falls out of 
ten ſo when ſingle hearted men are encounter d, by a faition, each man thinks he ſtands 
alone unaſſured of a ſecond, when ten of the other confederated make more noyſe then 
10000 ſilent men. Epyſcopac and Lyturgie are both legally planted, at this time both 
violently aſſaulted: The queſtion is, whether the battery , or the defence be the ſtronger, 
the one ſide charges furiouſly; the other ſuffers ſulently, - patiently, and a reſerved 
ſtrength oft maſters a violent : But each Orthodox ſon of the Church thinks himſelf 
in Eliahs caſe, that he alone ts left of all the prophets, andalas, what can he do? And 
perhaps thou my Reader art one of thoſe, Courage man, —_— God that taught him 
to know he had reſerved ſeven thouſand, that had never bowed their knees to Baal , 
when he opens thy eyes can ſhew the not ſeven , but ſeventy time ſeven thouſand true 
Proteſtants, that will lend their hands and hearts to uphold that apoſtolick order, this 
bleſſed _ of Divine Service.T he buſineſs is,*tis a hard timegevery mar? s afraid to 
break his ſhins by being foremoſt: But the Ice is broke already. This Colleftion of "theſe 
many ſleeping Petitions will ſhew every County that the way is opens And ſince noiſe and 
number are taken into conſideration, the forwardeſſe of the” Aſſaylants will Tb-leeve, 
put ſhame upon the Defendants tobe ſo far behind. T he Fuages being honourable, and 
impartially receiving the arguments on both ſides, 1 fav oak none ' will diſcover a 
diſtruſt of a fair acceptance,'or betray a T ruſt (out of. aperſonall reſpgi?) by detayn- 
ing ſuch petitions as the Counties have commited into their hands. If all ſuch as ae 
already ſizned ſee the light , Iam ſure this volume will be alarge one, and the numter , 
and quality of the defendants as much over-ſway the oponents ; as their arguments 
drawn from the Laws of God and man, will out weigh the Motives of thoſe , who only 
will , becauſe they will. As if it were cauſe enough to overthrow eſtabliſhed laws, that 
they have deſired it, though they ſhew xo reaſon for it: But if all other Counties, all tru? 
Proteſtants with like liberty expreſſe their affett;ons,the diſtrattions of the Church will 
be quickly ſetled; To that good work I have lent my hand by lending thee and the worl4 
this light, _. 
Farewell. 
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A a a 
PETITION DELIVERED 
In to the LORDS.SPIRITUAL _ 
and Ta8MPORK AL. war 
6 By Sr LHOMAS ASTON Baroxet, from the County Palatine. of 
Cheſter congerning EPISCOPACY.. «: 
To the HIGH and HONORABLE COURT 


of PARLIAMEN T. 


The Nobility, Knights, Gentry, Miniſters, Freeholders, and Inhabitants of the County Falatine 
of Cheſter, whoſe names are ſubſcribed in the ſeveral Schedules: hereunto annexed, 
Humbly ſhew ; SS. 
= Hart whereas divers Petitions have lately been catried about this Couti- 
— WI Y, againſt the preſent form of Church-government ( and the hands bf 
_ many perſons of ordinary quality ſolicited to the ſame, with pretence 
EE to be preſented to this Honorable Aſſembly ) which we concetving not 
WM ſo mach toaim at Reformation, as abſolute Innovation of Government, 
Wl and ſuch as muſt give agreat-advantage-to the Adverſarics of aur Re- 
Þ ligion, we heldit our duty ro diſavow them all. 
- | And humby pray, that we incurre no miſtenſure, if any ſuch clamors 
have ( withoQ. our privity ) afſum'd the name of the County. 

We, as others, are ſenſible of the common grievances of the Kingdom, and have juſt cauſe 
to rejoyce ar, and acknowledge with thankfulnefs, the pious care which is already taken for 
the ſuppreſſing of the growth of Popcry, the berrer ſupply of able Miniſters, and the removing 
of all Innovation : and we doubt nor, bur in your great wiſdoms you will regulate the rigor of 
Eccleſiaſtical Courts, to ſuit with the temper of our Laws, and the nature of Free-men. 

Yer when we confider, that Biſhops were inſtituted in the time of the Apoſtles; That they- 
were the great lights of the Church in all the firſt general Counſels; that ſo many of them ſow'd 
the ſeeds of religion in their bloods, and reſcued Chriſtianiry fram'utter extirpatiotin'thePri-" 
mitive Heathen perſecutions ; that to them we owe the redemption'of rhe purity of the Goſpel, 
we now profeſs from Romiſh corruption ; that many of them for the propagation of the truth, 
became ſuch glorious Martyrs ; that divers of them (lately and) yer living with us, have been 
ſogreat affertors of our religion againſt its common enemy of Rome; and that their Government 
hath been ſo long approved, ſo oft eſtabliſhed by che Common and Starute-laws of this King- 
dom ; and as yet nothing in their Doftrine (generally ratight)difſonant from the word of God, 
or the Articles ratified by Law. 1n this caſe to call cheir Government, a perpetual Vaſſalage, an 
intollerable Bondage ; And (prima facie & in audita altera parte) to pray the preſent removal of 
them, or (as in ſome of their Petitions) to ſeek the urrer diſſolution and ruin of their offices(as 
Antichriſtian) we cannot conceive to reliſh of Juſtice or charity, nor'can we joyn with them. 

Bur on the contrary, when we conlider the renour of ſuch writings, as in the name of Periti- 
ons,are ſpread amongſt rhe commo : people; the renents preached publickly in Palpirs, and the 
contents of many printed Pamphlets, ſwarming amongſt us; all of them dangerouſly exciting 
diſobedience to the eſtabliſhed torm of Government, and rheir ſeverall intimarions of the defire 
of the power of the keys, and that their congregations may execure Eccleſiaſtical cenſures with- 
in themſelves, we cannot but expres our Juit fears, that their defire 1s rointroduce an abſolure 
innovation of Presbyterial Government, whereby we,who are now governed by the Canon and 
Civill Laws, diſpenſed by rwenty- fix ordinaries ( caſily reſponſal to Parliaments for any devyi- 
ation-from the rule of law ) conceive we ſhould becom expo'ed to the meer arbitrary govern- 
ment ofa numerous Presbytery, who together with their tuling Elders, will ariſe ro near forry 
thouſand Church Governors, and with their adherents, mult needs bear fo great a ſway in the 
Common wealth, that if future inconvenience ſhall be found in that Government, we humbly 
offer to conſideration, how the'e ſhall be reducibly by Parliaments, how confiſtent with a Mo- 
narchy, and how dangerouſly conducible toan Anarchy, which wee have juſt cauſe to pray a- 
gainſt, as fearing the conſequences would prove the utter loſs of Learning and Laws, which 
muſt neceſſarily produce an extermination of Nobility, Gentry, and Order, if not of Religon. 

With what vehemency of Spirit, theſe things are proſecuted, and how plauſibly ſuch popular 
i1falGons ſpread as incline toa parity, we held it our duty ta repreſent to this Honourable aſſem- 
bly ; And humbly pray, That (ome ſuch preſent courſe be taken, as1n your Wiſdome ſhall be 
thought fit to ſuppreſs the future diſperſing of ſuch dangerous diſcontents amongſt the Com- 


mon-people. We having great cauie to fear, = of all the diſtempers that at prefenr threa- 
ten 


(2) 
ren the wel-fare of the State, there is none worthy the mature and grave conſideration of 
this Honquyable aſſembly, then to ſtop to the Torrent of ſuch ſpirirs before they ſwell beyond 
t nes of Gpverament ; Then we doubt ngt bat his Majeſty Perſevering in his gracious in- 
clinafion t6 hear the *complaintsand relieve the grievances of the Subjettsin frequent Parlia- 
ments, it will ſo unite the Head and the body, ſo indiffulubly cemenr the affetions of his peo- 
ple to our Royal Soveraign, that without any other change of Government. He can never 
want revenue,” ner we juſtice, | 
We have preſumed to annex 4 Coppy of a Petition (or Libell ) diſp:yſed, and certain poſitions 
eacht in this Connty, which we concerue imply maiter of danvecrous conſequence to th: peace 
of the Church and State. All which we humbly ſubnu to your vreat Pud;ments, pray; they 
_ _ may. be read, : And ſhall ever pray. 


wy - Snbſeribed to this Petition. 
Foxr Noblemen. 
Knight. Baronfts, Knights and Eſquires, fourſcore andodd. 
Divines, threeſcore and ten. © ws 
Gentlemen three hundred and odd. 
Freholders, and other Inhabitants, above fix theuſand. 

Fi Of All of the ſame Commty. 
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 To-the High and Honourable Court of PARLIAMENT: 
The humble Petition of the Univerſity of OXF ORD. 


Sheweth, 
bw whereas the Univerſity hath been informed of ſeveral Petitions concerning the pre- 
ſent Government of this Church and maintenance of the Clergy, which have of lace 
been exhibited to this Honorable Aſſembly ; We could not but think our telves bound induty to 
God, and this whole Nation charity to our ſelves and Succeſfors, who have, and are like to have 
more than-orcinayy intereſt in any reſolution that ſhall be taken concerning Church affairs, in 
allhumility, todefire the continuance of that form of Government, which is now eſtabliſhed 
here, and hath been preſerved.in ſome of the Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches, in a continued 
Succeſſion of Bifheps, down from the very Apoſtles to this preſenttime ; the hke whereof can- 
not be affirmed of any other form of Government in any Church. Upon which confideration, 
and ſuch other motives as have been already repreſented ro this Honorable Parliament from 0- 
ther Perſons and/places (with whom we concurre) in behalf of Epiſcopacy. We earneſtly de- 
fre, that you would protect that ajicient and Apoſfolical Order from ruin'or diminution. 
- , And become further Suiters. for the continuance of thoſe pious Foundations of Cathedral 
Churches, with their Lands and Revenues. 

As Dedicate to the Service and Honor of God, ſoon after the Plantation of Chriſtianity in 

the Engliſh Nation. 
-» As thought fit and uſeful to be preſerved for that end, when the Nurſeries of Super ſtition 
were demoliſhed, .and fo continued in the laſt and beſt times, ſince the blefſed Reformation un- 
der King Edward the 6th, Queen Elizabeth, and King {ames, Princes renowned through the 
World for their piety and wiſdom. | 

As approved and confirmed by the Laws of this Land, ancient and modern: 
| As the principal outward motive and encouragement of all Students, eſpecially in Divinity, 
and the fitteſt reward of ſome deep and eninent Schollars. 

As producing or nouriſhing in all ages, many godly and learned Men, who have moſt ſtrong- 
ly aſſerted the truth of that Religion we profes, againſt the many tierce oppolitions of our ad- 
verſaries of Kome. 

- As affording a competent portion in an ingenuons way to many younger Brothers of good Pa- 
rentage, who devote themſelves to the miniſtery ofthe Goſpel. 

 Asthe only means of ſubſiſtence to a multitude of Officersand other Miniſters, who with 
thcir Families depend upon them, and are wholly maintained by them. 

As the main authors or upholders of diverſe Schooles, Hoſpitals, High-ways, Bridges, and 
other publick and pious Workes: | 

- As {pecial cauſes of much profit and advantage to thoſe Cities where they are ſcituate, not 
only by relieving their poor and keeping convenient Hoſpitality,. but by occaſioning a frequent 
reſort of Strangers from other parts, tothe great benefre ofall ſradeſmen, and lnhabirantsin 


thole places. 
A 
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As the goodly Monuments of our Predeceſſors Piety, and preſent Honor of this Kingdom 
in the eye of Forraign Nations. hs ; 

- As che chief —_ of many thouſand Families of the Laity, who enjoy tair Eftates from 
them in a free way, 

As yielding a conſtant and ample revenue to the Crown: | 

And asby which many of the learned Profeſſors in our Yniverſity are maintained. 

The ſubverſion or alienation whereof mult (as we conceive ) not only be acrended wirh ſich 
conſequences, as will -redbund to the ſcandal of many well attected ro our Religion, but open 
the mouths of our adverſaries, and of Poſterity againſt us, and ts likely in time todraw after 
it harder conditions upon a conſiderable part ofthe Laity, and univerſal cheapneſs and con- 
rempt upon the Clergy, a lamentable drooping and defection of induſtry and know ledge inthe 
Vniverſities ; Which is caſie ro foreſee, but will be hard to remedy. 

May it theref.re pleaſe t445 Honorably Afſembly, apon 15eſe and ſuch other Conſiderations as your 
great Wiſdoms ſhall ſu; geſt, to take ſuch piows care for the continuance of theſe Religious Houſes, 
and their Revenues, according to the b:ſt intentions of their Founders, as may be to the mo 
further -ince of Gods glory and ſervice, the Honor of this Church and Nati n, the a4vencement 
Religion and Learning, the encouragement of the modeſt hopes & boneſt endeavors of many 
hundred Students in the Univerſities, 

Whodo and ſhall ever pray &c. 


Dat : Anno Dom. Mil:ſſimo ſexcent. quad, primo & Domo Conwcatious, in celebri Convent s 
Dottorum ac Mag:iſtrorum, omnibus & ſingulis aſſentientibs. 


Honoratiſſimis vir Equitibus, Civibus Burgenſibus Supreme Curie Parliamentie 
SENATORIBUS Caonlultidimis 


Summa cum Demiſ/ione. 


Senatores Honoratiſſimi, ny 
On veremur ne voluentibus tayta negotia moleſt; ſimus. Acadernia Cantabrigienſis, ram nihil 


it aut ad Religionem certins, 4ut ad [plendorem nominis excel «, quam [uſcipere Lit 

du quo ſtudio, cum ſingularis anims veſtri propenſio ſemper on = Fulla is —_ —_ 
poſſit eminere, quam ſi Eccleſiz honeſtamenta ea que [ub optimis Regibus ram dix obt ingerwnt, p50 
libata twramins. | 

Non enim agitur unius Academie, no wnins 4tath Cana, nan nec indutria erit nou relangue- 
ſeere; nec bona mdvles ali, atque augeri, nec v0'a parentum non in irritum c e, niſi ſpe non vana 
ſuſful:iantur. Yuyam pr ematurum putenus bonts artibus 0ccaſum imminere fo. fipendinng idems Militi 
fit qued Imperatori? 2 wnt qui expediendis Scholalticorum ambaribu, evolvendis antiquorum Pa- 
rrum monuments, expur; ande teci Romane, wvelu: Augiz Stabulo, ſe totus impenderunt, nec 
aliam mercedem prenſant, quam in Eccleſia Cathedrali tandem al:quanas quaſi in porty conquieſcere 
it a fit, ut quod 1gnavs A'vium incitice eft, id candidioribus 1wgemy pro ftimulo fit at optima perſe- 
quenda, nec equitas judiciorum veſtrorim ferret, improbitatem nonuulloran in publicam calamitatem 
redaund re. ys 1" to Romana quam amplan tum (ibs natts vid:bitar (« diffundend; mattrians, cind 
non ſit niſi imbelles adv _rſarios babitura? neque enim certamini, vacare Poſſmnt, qu: id wnice a2wnt wt 
in roſtris concionibus ſudent ; etiam num percentiſcere nobis videwur undan; atque inanen Aca- 
demiam, & antiquam paupertatens quaſs preludio perhorreſcimus : nec vejtr4 progenies non aliquands 
ventura eſt intantarum m:ſcriarum partes. Quum itaque Senatores Amplitſimi per {pes Parentum 
per illecebras induftriz,per ſubſidia fimul & ornamenta dietatis,per vincula,neryos, & Comme 
menta Literarum, velitis fplendorem Eccleſiz, qui longiflimis ab uſque remporibus, ad noſtra 
tempora deductus eit, authoritare veſtra communire. Sed quia Langua native dolores? deſide- 
ria ſua felicis exprimit, annexam Literis Petitionem benevolis auribu; excipitis, 

Honori veftro Deditiflimi 

Procancellarine,rel quuſque catus 

Academie CANTABRIGIENSIS 


Datz c frequenti conventu noſtro Cantaby. 
rertio 1445 Aprilis 1641, 


Lefta 12, Maii 1641, 
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To the' Honorable the Knights Citizens, and Burgeſles of the Houſe of Com 
* mons aſlembled in Parliament. 


The humble Petition of the Univerſity of CAMBRIDGE 


1 


Sheweth, © 
T Hat your Petitioners have: heard of divers ſuggeſtions offered ro this Honorable Comrt by 
way of Remonſtrance, tending to the ſubverſion of Cathrearal Churches, & alienation of 
thoſe Lands by which they are ſupported, being the ancient Inher.tance of the Gharch, Foun- 
ded and beſtowed by the Religious bounty of many Famoms and renowed K ings and Princes of the 
Land, & other Benefa&ors, both of the Clergy and Laity, and eitabliſhed and confirmed unto them 
by the Laws of this Kingdom, & o accordingly have been employed to the advancement of 
Learning, the encouragement of Students, and preferment of Learned men, belides many other 
pious and charitable Uſes. _ 
May it pleaſe this Honorable Comrt, out of their great Wiſdom and tender care for the cherriſh- 
ing of Learning,and furtherance of the Studies, and pains of thoſe who have, and dodevote 
. themlſelvestothe ſervice of the Church,graciouſly to protect, and ſecure thoſe Kel:gious Fown- 
 dations from ruin, and Alienation ; and withal to take order that they may be reduc'd to the 
due obſervations of their Seatwtes,and that all [nnovations and Abuſes,which have by ſome mens 
miſcarriages crept in, may bereformed, that fo the S:#dents of our Univerſity, which by the 
_ preſent fears,both are, and will be much ſadded and dejected, may be the better invited to 
purſue their. Srzzdies with alacrity, and the places themſelyes diſpoſed to the moſt ſerviceable 
 anddeſerving men; according to their firſt Inſtitution, 


And your Petitioners as in duty bound ſhall. ever pray, &c. 


*ah 


To the Honorable Houle of Commons now Ailembled in the High 
Court of Parliament. 


The moſt bumble Petition of the Nobility, Gentry, Clergy, and Commons with- 
in the Coumy of Notingham, 


 Humbly ſhewing, 
Hat whereas we are informed, that a Petition, together with a Remonſtrance, hath in the 
name of this County, been heretofofe preſented to this Honorable Houſe, for the altera- 

tions in Church-Government. . 

We do humbly crave leave to certifie your honors,that the ſame was done without our know- 
ledg, or conſent, and that we do hereby diſ-avow the ſame, And with thelike humility, do 
deſire, that the long eſtabliſhed Government of the Church may ſtill continue, and that the a- 
buſes and errors of ſome particular perſons may not cauſe the alteration of the anticent Go- 
vernment; burrather that, ſach perſons ſhould ſuffer according to their Demerits. And we 
likewiſe humbly crave, the Book, of Common Prayer, by Law eſtabliſhed, may continue in force, 
with ſuch alteration (if there be cauſe) as to your Honors Wiſdoms ſhall ſeem meer. 

And as in duty bound, we ſhall aaily pray, &c. 
| Subſcribed byone V iſcount, five Knights, above a hundred Gentlemen of quality, all the Clergy of 
- the County, and above fix thouſand Commoncrs, being all of them Communicants. 


The Remonſtrance and Petition of the County of Huntington, the 
\.. \Knights, Gentlemen, Clergy, Free-holders, and Inhabicants, 


To the Right Honorable the Lords, and Commons afſembled in Parliament for the continuance 
' _ 6f the Church Government and Divine Service, or book of Common-Prayer. 


Preſented to the” howſe of Peers by the Lord Pr.vy Seal the 8. of December, 164r. 
We humbly ſhew, 

H..t whcreas many attempts have been prattiſed, and divers Petitions from ſeveral Comgnties, and 
4 es places within this Kingdom?, framed and penned in a cloſe and |ubtile manner, ty import 
more than us firſt diſcernable by any ordinary eye, or that was imparted to thoſe who ſigned the ſame, 
hiv- been carri:d about t» moſt places againſt the preſ.nt forme and frame of Church-Governmenr, 


aud Divine-itrvice, or Cunmou Prayers, and the hands of man; p-rſons of ordinary quality ſolls- 
k cit d 
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cited to the (ame, with pretence to be preſented to this honorable aſſembly in Parliament, and ander 
color of removing ſome Innovations lately crept into the Church, and worſhip of God, andreformi 
ſome abuſes in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts which we conceiving and fearing not ſo much to aime at the ay 
ing away of the ſaid innovations, and reformation of abuſes, as tending to an abſolute Innovation of 
Church Gwuernment, and ſubverſion of that Order and forme of Divine-Service, which hath hap- 
pily coutinued among ft us ever fince the Reformation of Religion: Ont of 4 tender and Ledlows regard 
herew'!to, we have thought it our duty, not only to diſavow all ſuch Petitions, but alſo to manifeſt 
our publick affett.ons, and defires to continge the Forme of Divine-Service, and Common: Pray- 
ers, and th: preſent Government of the Church, as th? ſame hath b:en continued ſince the firſt Re- 
formation, and ſtand ſo eſtabliſhed by the Laws and Statmies of this Kingdome. , 
For when we conſider that the forme of Divine-Service expreſ-d and contained in the book of 
Comman-Prayer, was with great care, piety and ſincerity, reviſed and reduced from all former cor- 
ru»tions and Romiſh Superſtitions, by thoſe holy and ſel &:4 Inſtruments of the reformation of Re- 
ligion witin this Charch, and was Gates reſtored to its firſt purity, accordin! as it was inſtituted 
and prattiſ:d in the primitive times ſtandeth confirined, ftabliſhed, and enjoyned by Aﬀt of Parlia- 
ment and Royal Injunftionss and hath ever fince had the general approbation of thegodly, and 4 
publick. uſe and continuance within this Church. - And that Biſhops were inſtituted, and hav: bad - 
their benz .aud continuance ever ſince the firſt } os of Chriſtian Religion among#t us, and the 
reſt of the Chriſtian World, that they were the lights and Glorious Lamps of Gods Church, that ſo 
many of them ſowed the ſeeds of Chrijrian Religion in their blonds, which they willingly pogred owt 
therefore, that by them Chriſtianity was reſcu:d and preſerved from atter extirpation in the fierce 
and moſt-cry:l Perſecutions of Pagan Emperogrs, that to them we owe the Redemeption of the parity 
of the Goſpel, and the Reformation of the _ we now proſeſs, from Romiſh corraption, that 
many of them for the propagation of the Trath became glorious Martyrs, leaving unto us at holy e#- 
ampl:, and an honourable remembrance of their faith and Chriſtian fortitude, that divers of thens 
lately and yet living with us, have been ſo great aſſ.rtours and Champions of our Religion acain't the 
Common enemy of Rome, and that th:ir Gov:ynment hath been ſo antient, ſo long approved, and 
ſo often eſta*l:"\-d b; the Lawes and Statutes of this Kingdome, and as yet nothing in their Do- 
rin: ( 7-n-rally taught ) diſſonant from the Word of God, or the Articles eſtabliſhed by Law, 
and that moſt of them are of ſingular learning and piety. In this caſe to Call the forme of Divine- 
Service and Common-Prayer Erronious, Popiſh, S erſtitions, Idolatrous, and Blaſphemons, 
a4 to call the Gourrnment by Biſhops, 4 perpetual vaſſallage, and intollerable bondage, and at the 
firſt t-p, aud brfor: the parties concerned be heard to pray the preſent removall of them, or the ut- 
ter difolut.on and extirpation of them, their Courts and their Officers, as Antichriſtian and Diabo- 
lical, we cannot conceive to ſavour or reliſh of piety, juſtice,or charity, nor can we joyn with them here- 
in, out rather humbly pray a reformation ihe abuſes, and puniſbment of the Off:nders, but not 
the rum: or abol.tion of the Innocent, | 
Now on th: contrary, when we conſider the tenour of ſuch writings, as in the name of Petitions ave 
ſpread among ſt the Common people, the contents of many printed P ts ſwarming at London, and 
over all th» Counties, the Sermons preached publickly in Pulpits, and other private places, and the bit- 
'ter inveltin:s divulged, and commonly ſpoken by many diſaffeted perſons, all of them ſhewing an extreme 
aver ſeneſs and d ſliks of the preſent Government of the Church, and Divine Service, or Common Pray- 
ers; dangerouſly exciting a d;ſobedience to the eſtabliſhed form of Government and Church Scrvice, + 
their ſcveral intimations of the deſire of the power of the keyes, and that their congreg ati= 
ons my be independ-nt, and may exceute Eccleſiaſtical cenſures within themſelves whereby many [ebts, 
and ſcurral aud contrary op-nions will ſoon grow and ariſe, whereby great diviſions and borpible fations 
will ſoon enſue th:reupon, to the breach of that union, which is the ſacred band and preſervation f the 
Common peace of Church and State : their peremtory deſires and bald aſſuming to themſclv:s the li- 
berty of conſcieuce to introduce into the Church whatſoever they affeft, and to refuſe and oppe;* all 
things which themſcluzs ſhall diſlike, and what y d:ſlike muit not only to themſclues,but al o t all o- 
thers be ſcandalous :nd burdenſome, and muſt be cri:d out wpon, as great and unſuyportabl: grie- 
vancts,yea thou, h th: things in themſelves, be never ſo indifferent of never ſo long continuan:e in uſe and 
prattice, and ney:r ſo much d:ſired and affetted of others, ſo that where three or four of thembe 
in apariſn, th 1b frue hundred others d:ſire the wſe and continuance of thin gs long uſed, all muit be al- 
tered or taken away as ſcandals and greivances for theſe three or for, though to the offence of many 0- 
thers,and whatſo:v:1 they will hav? introduced,muſt be impoſed upon all others, and muſt by all be ad- 
mitt 4 without ſcandal or Fence, whereby multitudes of godly and wel- affeRted prople are in ſome things 
d:prived or abrid;cd of wat they d:fire and take comfort inand hav: had a long and lawful uſe and 
prattiſe of,and other things impoſed upon them againit their wills and liking, as if no accompe were to 
be mad: of them,or no liberty of conſcience were left unto them : which bold attempt; of [ome few to arre= 
gate to themſely:5,and to exerciſe over all others, what high preſumption is it ? and how great a tyr 
may it prove over th: minds and conſciences of men A The great increaſe of late of Schiſmaticks and 
| Seftaries 
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Sefbaries, and of perſons not owly ſeparating and ſequeitring th:mſclues fron the publick Aſſembly at 
Common Prayer aud Divine ice, but alſo , _ txmult wouſly wy ot hers in the 

er formance thereof in the publick Congregation ghe frequent and many Convent icles held among it them, 
Uo vrurs often —_ at all anal cmopttgy of- Aſſes, Seſſions, Fairs, Markets, andother pub- 
lick Aſſemblies,thtir earneſt labor to ſollicit and draw the people to them,and the general correſpondence 
held among ſt them to advance their ends herein of theſe things we cannot but take notice and muſt needs 
expreſs our juft fears that their deſires and indeavors arc to work ſome great change and mutation in 
the preſent tate of the Church Government ; and in the form and publick worſhip of God, and Divine 
Service, and Common Prayers. 

Of the Common greivances of the Kingdom,we as others,have been and areſenſible,and do profeſs 
that we have juſt cauſe with joy and comfort to remember ; and with thank fulneſs to acknowledge the 
pies care which is already taken for the Juppreſing of the growth of Popery,the better ſupply of able and 
painful Miniſters, and the removing of all Innovation, avd we doubt not ut in your great wiſdoms you 
well regwlate the rigor and exorbitancy of the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, to ſuit withthe temper of our Com- 
' mon Laws,audtht nature and condition of Freemen. And we hope and humbly pray, that the preſent 
form of Church Government, and of Church Seruite,and Common Prayers, now eſtabliſhed by the Sta- 
twtes of this Kingdoms ſhall be ſetled, and that all ſuch as ſhall oppoſe themſelves againſt the ſame, or 
ſhall do, or [ptak any thing in derogation or depraving of the ſaid Divine Service, or Book of Common 
Prayer, may without any Feraber tolleyation or connivance undergo the pains, puniſbment and forfei- 
tures due thryefore ; and that ſuch care ſpall be takes for placing of Orthodox and peaceable men, Le- 
Flares in all places, whoſe Dottrine may tend rather to ſound i ion and edification, then lead to 
Schiſm and Fattion ; all which we ID te your greet judgements,. and ſhall pray to God to aſ- 
ft and direlt you from above with his heavenly wiſdom, to guide and bring all your conſulrations te 
happy concluſions. | 


To the High and Honorable Court of Parliament now fitting, 


The humble Petition and remonſtrances of the Knights, Gentry, Clergy, Freeholders, and In- 
habitans of the County of Sorgerſer. 


Delivered to the Howſe of Peers by the Lord Marqueſs Hartford the 10, of December,1641. 
We humbly ſhew, - | 
* Hat having with grief of mind heard of ſundry Petitions, which have been exhibited 

. tothis Right Honorable Aſſembly, by ſome of the Clergy and Laity about Londen, and 
ſome Counties tending to the ſubverſion of the Church Government eſtabliſhed in this King- 
dom ; We therefore tendring the Peace and Welfare of both, do in all humbleneſs preſume ro 
make known our Opinions and deſires concerning the ſame; Nothing doubting, of the like 
good acceptance of our humble Petition and Remonftrance in this behalf; being tendered with 
no leſs good AlﬀeCtion to the, Peace and Happineſs of the Church, the proſperity of His Sacred 
Majeſty, and this whole Kingdom. . 

For the preſent government of the Church, we are moſt thankful ro God, believing it in our 
hearts, to be the moſt pious and the wiſeſt, that any people or Kingdom upon carth hath been 
bleit wirhal ſince the Apoſtles days ; though we may nor deny, but through the frailey of Men, 
and corruption of rimes; ſome things of ill conſequence, and other needleſs, are fſtollen, or 
thruſt into it ; which we heartily wiſh may be reformed, and the. Church reſtored to' its for- 
mer Purity. And tothe end, it may be the better preſervedfrom preſent and future Innovation ; 
we wiſh, thawittingly and maliciouſly guilty, of what condition ſoever they be ( whether Bi- 
ſhops or inferior Clergy ) may receive condign puniſhment. But, for the miſcarriage of Govern- 
ment to deſtroy the Government ; we truſt it ſhall never cnter into the hearts of this wiſe, 
and Honorable afſembly. 

We will nor pn co diſpute the Right of Epiſcopacy,whethether it be Divixe or not ; It 
ſafficeth us to know that the Church Government by Biſhops is ancient, even near to the Apo- 
. ies Gays: and thatirt hath pleaſed God from time to time, to make them moſt glorious Inſtru- 
ments for the hy #7 Ae preſervation of Chriftian Religion ; which with their blood, they 
have frequently ſcaled to Poſterity. And how much this Kingdom in particular is indebted to 
rhem, for their Piety their Wiſdoms, and Sufferings ; we truſt ſhall never be oy Our 
hearcs deſire therefore is ; that the Prec:ows may be ſeparated from the Vile z that rhe bad may be 
reje&ed, and the good retained; Furthermore, having credibly heard, that our Common Prayer 
hath been ;neerrupred and difpiſed of ſome miſunderſtanding or miſled People to the great 
ſcandal of the Religion profeſſed in our Church ; We humbly beſeech you to take into your care 
rhe R-<dreſs rhereof,asof an Impiery not tobe endured ; asalfo ro take order for the ſevere pu- 
Ahmet of thoſe men; (if they may be diſcovered) who frequently publiſh Pamphlers, under a 
yerlcof Rel g'on, yet conducing to confuſion and Rebellion. 


All 
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All which we humbly offer to your Wiſdoms, as the thoughts and defires of this County. And 


as we are perſwaded of multitudes of the ſound Members of the Charch of England, and his Su- 
cred Majeities moſt loyal Subjects. 
Beſeeching God 19 diveft and proſper your Cunncels, and ye to pardon our Errors ; we reſt 
Ar your commands 
Knights, Eſquires, Divines, Gentlemen, Freeboldersz Inhabitants of obe County of Sommerſet, 
: none of them Pajifts, bus all Protefients of the Chutch of England ) and Hk Majeftics loyal 914350 
$Suoptas. 
_ Whereof, Knights, E (quires, and Gemlemen ——— —— 200 
Diyines _ aL 


John Brown Clerk Parliament, 


as Ah 
nd 


To the High and Honorable Cour: of PARLIAMENT. 


The humble Petition of the Knights, Eſquires, Gentlemen aud Hixſboldersin the County of Rut- 
land, in behalf of our ſelyes, and onr families. | - 
And of the Parſans, Vicars and Curates for the Clergy, in behalfof themſelves and their Families, 


Humbly ſhewing, 
T Hat whereas there has been divers petitions exhibited to this honorable Comre, by perſons dif, efed 
to the preſent Gov:rnmemt, for the utter extirpation of the apoFtolical Governneent of the h 
by Biſhops ; they by ſedulity, and 2:al [ſupplying the want of fair pretencesfor the abolition of that, which 
we hope no juſt rexſon can condemn: and on the other fide many pious perſons, true _ the Charch of 
England, have repreſented the'y juſt defires of the comtinuance ef it, wpon preat and wei hty cagſes, 
both in Divinity and tr#e Policy ; we alſo, leſt we might ſeem bread fro fear leaft owr filenee 
ſhould be exatted as a crime at our hands if we be deficient, to what we are perſmaded is the cauſe of 
God; in pur[uance of their pions mrendments, and in allowance of their reaſons, do alſo preſs to your 
eat Tribunal, and beg of you that which is the honor of K in;s, to be Nutricii of the Church, and ber 
bo ancient and ſucceſſrve Government. lp” = + TINT | "nd 
We therefore humbly beg of you, to leave us in that ſtate the Apoſtles lefr the Church in z 
That the three ages of Martyrs were governed by; That the thirteen Ages fince them have al- 
ways gloried in, ( by their Succeffion of Biſhops from the Apoſtles, roving themſelves mem-| 
bers of the Catholick and Apoſtolick Church),that our Laws have eſtabliſhed, ſo many Kingsand 
Parliaments have proteCted,into which we were Baptized; as certainly Apoſtolical, as the ob- 
ſervation of the Lords Day, as the diſtinCtion of Book Apocryphal from Canonical, as that ſuch 
Books were written by ſuch Evanyeliſts and Apoſtles; as the conſecration of the Euchariſt by 
Presbyters; as any thing which you will do by apholding the Government of the Church by 
Biſhops,which we again and again, beg of you rodo, having pitty onour Conſciences, and not 
forcing of us to ſeek Communion,as yet we know not where. So ſhalleve be bound to pray with 
amulriplicd devotion, for the increaſe of publick, and perſonal bleſſings to your honorably aſ- 
ſembly, to your noble Perſons. 
Woe alſo do w th all humility beg leave to repreſent theſe our Conſid erations, ſubjoyned, which we 
hope you will favorably expound to be a well-meant zealand at leaſt, a confidence of duty, and charity 
fo troſe our fathers, from whom we have receiged, and dayly hope to receive, many iſſues of Spiritual 
Ben:/on. | 


I WW E conſider that Chriſt, either left his Church without a laſting Govergment, or cl1(c 
Biſhops and Presbyrers under them are that Government z the/ former we fear to lav, 
leaſt we might ſeem to accuſe the wiſdom of the Father of lmprovidence, ii the-not providing, 
for his Family ; the Feeder and the Ruler in Scripture being —_— in Office, -in expreſſion, in 
perſon : Sathar, ifhe left no Rulers, he left no Feeders. The latter we are more conhdent of, for 
that Chriſt did clearly inſtitute a diſparity in the Clergy, which isthe main ſtone of offence, ap- 
pears in the Apoſtles, and ſeventy two Diſciples,. to whom accarding to the voice of Chriſten» 
dom, and traditive Interpretation of the Church, Biſhops and Presbyrers reſpeCively do ſuc- 
ceed ; and alſo-many actually did ſucceed the Apoſtles in their Chairs, being ordained Biſhops by 
the Apoſtles themſelves that did ſurvive, and alſo beyond all exception.tharChriſt did inftitute a 
Government ; appears in thoſe evangelical words, (who then is that Faithful aud Wiſe Steward; 
when bis Loyd ha mary we mow howſhola, Te. ) hich Ou are Bi , and Prieſts un- 
der them, or elle the Church hath been Apoſtate from her Lord, ſhe having clearly for Fift 
Hundred Years had no other Rulers than ih, | ws Rik, 
2. We conſider that, whether it can be a Church or no withaut Biſhops, . is at leaſt a que- 
ſtion of great conſideration, and the Negative is -maintained 'by Apoſtolical, and primutive 
men and Martyrs, and by the greateſt part of Chiſtendome ; and thoſe few ( in reſpedt of 
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thewhole, that diſſemt: being moſt-certainly, nor infalible, to be ſure with Epiſcopacy, it may 


be: a Ghunch\catenw, therefore it, 1s the ſureſt courſe ro; retain, it, for fear we ſeparate from 
the Church, the pillar and ground of Truth. | Tous. 

3. No Ordingtipn never was without a Biſhop, and if any Presbyter did evcr impo'* hands, 
unleſs in conjunCtion with a Biſhop, he was accounted an Uſurper, and anathemarized by 
publike and unqueſtioned authority; and fo without Biſhops, no Presbyter, then no abſoluri- 
on, no cohſecration of the Sacraments of the" Lords ſiipper, and for theſe wants, no man 
can make 3recompence or ſatisfaCtion, T 

4- Nopresbyter did ever impoſe hands on a Biſhop, which if ſo famous a Reſolve, or pub- 
lick voice of Chriſtendome may have aneſtimate, ſhews their diſparity, and that a Biſhop 
hath a character, which cannot be imprinted withour at leaſt, an <qual hand. 

Viz, De jure, non cidem de ſafto, till 555 years after Chriſt aod then but once in the caſe of Pope Pelagims and 
thirirregmarly andmever fince unleſs by Papal uſurparion. 

5. Witholit Biſhops ho Confirmation of Children, and yer confirmation ( called in Scripture 
Impoſition-of.hands ) St. Pawl in his famous Catechiſm accpunts a fundamental point, and the 
Church hath alwayes uſed it, and it was appropriate to Biſhops, by the laudable cuſtonic of 
Chriftendome; [and by the example of the Apoltles, in the caſe of the Samaritane Chriſtians, 
whom Philip the Evangeliſt had converted, and is charged upon the parents of Children, 
tharthey bring their Children to Biſhops to. be confirmed, and it was never otherwiſe, but juſt 
as the.caſe of (ordination, (videlicet) by ſingularity and uſurpation, till of late, that the Je- 
ſiytes to enlarge their Philatteries, have ftriven to make Biſhops nat neceſſary, by communi- 
cating Confirmation tothe Prieſts of their. Order. | 

..6. To: rake away Biſhops, is againſt the,Wiſdome of the State of England, ever ſince the 
Reformation, and baving been attempted by clancular practiſes, was checked by the Princes 
reſpettively, and their Councel, and confidently, by the wiſdome of preceding Parliaments, 
and this akhough the Biſhops then were leſs learned, and as much infamed. 
+»:7., We arc ſure that Epiſcopal Government hath conſiſted with Monarchy , ever ſince the 
CSISEnRAY was Chriſtian, and weareto try whether any innovated Government can 

Cr, WIN. 17, ts - | =—__ TO 
"a | We conſider, that if itcould conſiſt with monarchy, when it. was byaſled by the Popes 
alept. incroachment, much. more ſince the Reformation, . when the King hath the raines 

m his own hand, and. can give them Laws,. and aſcertaines them by their immediate depen- 
dance, ;both fortheir Baronies, and election and perſonal Juriſdiction on the Crown, and by 
the $rarute. of ſubmiſſion. -- | 1 

9s iWe conlider.that Saint Hierome ( pretended as the main Anthentick enemy againſt Epiſ- 
capacy yet fayes, That Biſhops were conſtituted as; an antidote and delerory to diſ-impove 
the. ics of Schiſme, and that.by.the Apoſtles, who beſt knew. the remedies. And now that 
Schiimes multiply, - there js more need of Biſhops, ſo that they cannot be taken away, u 
pretence-theirRegiment isnot neceſſary, for the taking them away makes them more neceſlary 
by the multiplication of Schiſmes. *' 

Coment in Epiſt. ad Tirtum. 

«v10,.All Learning will be diſcountenanced, if not extinguiſhed, upon the demolition of Epiſ- 
capacy,. the Biſhops being parties for the advancement of Learning ; and on the other ſide, if 
the Government ſhould be in the hands of Presbytery,or lay Elders,we know noreaſon ſufficient 
to ſtifle our fears, feſt preferment be given to people unlearned and unfit ro have the managing 
of Souls, eſpecially, fince a learned Clergy will be ſuſpected by their Lay-elders,as too knowin 
to be tiled By Mheir Diftates,which willnot have ſo much artificy and fineneſls, as to colntnd 
by ſttengtfofreaſgn: ' which our fears are alſo increaſed, by conſidering that by the multiplica- 
- ton bf Lay-Eldets, or other Governors, their perſonal intereſt being increaſed, partiality muſt 
be more frequent, and all rhis is beſides theirincompetency of judging the abilities of Schollars. 
Cy 2 The Yttnoval of Biſhops would be a ſcandal, not only ro many weak Chriſtians, who fear 
all innovarlor;”as guilty of fore ill intendments upon their conſciences, but alſo to the ſtrongeſt 
which ſhews it ts be the fault of the giver, not the weakneſs of the receiver; and if we muſt not 
ſcandaÞiZe our weak brethren; much leſs our ſtrong, fince this will inrrench upon us in a high 
Heaſure; they tor being aptrobe {candalized upon umbrages, and impertinencies. 

3 14 'Where Biſhops are not,there is not a Honorable, bur Familike Clergy, againſt the Apoſto- 
IM rule af dvtible honor. --'/ - | 
=" #2" By putting down Epiſcopacy,we deprive our ſelves of thoſe ſolemn benediftions which 
th&Faithof Chriftendom, and che profeſſion 'of the Church of England, en joyning rhe Biſhop ra- 
ther to pronounce the bleſſing at.che end of the Communion, appropriates to Epiſtopal' prehe- 
minerice above Prieftly 4tthority: 4 5. 
x4 Two partsof three ofthe Reformed Churches are governed by Biſhops, 'or ago: 
IO J-” FG OLE <6 fas ents 
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dents ( which is properly the Latine word of Biftops ) and the othet part that wants them,have 
often wiſhed them,as their own Doctors do profeſs. 

15 Itis againſt the liberties of the Clergy,indulged to them by the Magna Charta,granted and 
confirmed by ſo many Kings, and abour thirty Parliaments in expreſs att, and the violation of a- 
ny part of it by intrenchment upon the right of-the lay Subject,  jaſtly accounted a great grie- 
yance;the Charter it ſelf being as Fundamental a Law ( as we conceive ) as any other, and ally 
of us may fear leaſt his Liberties may be next in-queſtion. 

16 The four great General Coxncels, ineſtimarion next the four Evangelſts, and by the Sta- 
rutes of the Kingdom, made the rules of the judging Hereſfies, were held by Biſhops,the greateſt 
fires and peſts of Chriſtendom, the old Herefies, were by their Induſtry exſtin&t; Church Difci- 
pline,and pious conſtirutions by them eſtabliſtied, many Nations by them converted,many Mi- 
racles done for the confirmation of Chriſtian Faith, one of the Goſpels written by a Biſhop 
( Saint Mark of Alexandria ) if we believe as authentick Records, as any are extent ; Three E- 
piſtles of Saint Paw/ written to Biſhops ; Seven Epiltles by rhe Holy Ghoſt himlelf recorded in 
the Revelation,and ſent to feven Aſran Biſhops,as all ancient Fathers accord: the names of twelve 
men,beſides Apoſtles, mentioned in Holy Scripture, which all antiquity reports to have been 
Biſhops ; Moſt of the Farhers,whoſe works all poſterity eribraces wich much zeal and admira- 
tion,were Biſhops; the{e alſo in our apprehenfions advance thar Holy Function, to a high and 
unalterable eſtimate. 

Timabew, Titzs Clements Linu Marcus. Dyonyſius.Onefimus. Cain. Epaphroditm. Focobua Hieroſolimit, Evodiae. 
$imcon. 

17 Very many of the faireſt Churches and Colledges, and places of Religion, were built by 
Biſhops, which are fair Characters ro ſhew their promptnels to do publick atts of Piety, and that 
perſons ſo qualified as they were,thatis, Governors and Clergy, and fairely endowed , is an 
excellent compolitions to advance publick deſigns for the honor of God in the Promotion of pub- 
lick Piery. | | 

18 Since it hath pleaſed this honorable Court, of late to commend a Proteſtation to us,which 
we by ſolemn Vow engaged our ſelves to atteit with our lives and fortunes, the eſtabliſhed Daq- 
Qtrine of the Church of England,we confider,that ſince the 36. article hath approved and efta- 
bliſhed the book of Conſecration of Biſhops ; the abolition of Epiſcopacy would nullifie that arti- 
cle,and ſhould not we make humble Remonſtrance to the contrary, we ſhould fuddenly recede 
from our great and ſolemn Proteſtarion for maintenance of our Church Doctrine, 

But may it pleaſe this Honoaable Afiembly we conſider on the other fide. 

I9 Theinrroducing of Lay Elders,muſt needs bring an inſupportable burthen to all Pariſhes, 
by maintaining them at the Pariſh charge ( for they muſt be maintained,) or elſe a tranſgrefſion 
is made againit an Apoſtolical Rule. For the principal, and indeed the only colorable prerended 
place for Lay Elders, injoynes their maintenance. So thareither the people muſt be oppreſſed 
with ſo great burthens,or elie Saint Paxls Rule not obeyed,or elſe there is no authority for Lay 
Elders, as indeed there is nor. | 

20 Andallothere can be noleſs fear of Uſurpation upon the Temporal power by the Presby- 
tery, then is pretended from Epiſcopacy, fince that Presbytery, challenges cognifance of more 
cauſes and perſons, then th# Epiſcopacy does, ( ſo making a dangerous entrenchment upon the 
Supremacy ) and derives its pretence from Divine Inſtitution with more confidence and -more 
immediate derivation then Epiſcopacy, though indeed moſt vainely as we conceive. 

2t Wecrave leave ailo to add this that theſe two ( viz ) Epiſcopacy and Presbytery being 
the only two in conteitationifany new deſign ſhould juſtle Epiſcopacy, we are confident that as 
it hitherto wants a name,(o ir will wanta face, or form of reaſon ( in cale of Conſcience ) when 
it ſhall appear. 


Signed by Knights, Fuftices, Gentry, and Free bolders abiuust > $00, 
By Minifiers about the uumber of 47. 


——_—. 


The Cheſh:re Petition for eſtabliſhing of the Common Prayer-Book, and Sup» | 
pretſion of Schiſmaticks, preſented to the Kings Majeſty,and from him re- 
commended to the Houſe of Peers by the Lord KEEPER. 


To the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty,and to the Right Honorable the Lords, and the Honorable 
the Houſe of Commons Afembledin P ARLIA MENT. 


The humble Petition of divers of the Nobility, Juſtices,Gentry,Miniſters,Free-holders,and 
other Inhabitants of the County Palatine of Cheſter, whoſe Names are here nominated. 
Your Petitioners with all chearfulneſs and contentation,affying in the Happy ſettlement of the diſtrafti- 
ons both of Cl urch & State, by His Majeſties pions Care,and the prudent and religions endeauers of this 
D Honorable 
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Honorable Aſſembly,and with due humility and obedience ſubmitting to the unanimous concluſions there 
of,yet conceive themſelves bond in Daty. 


H Umbly to repreſeat ro your mature conſiderations, thar the preſent diſorders of many cur- 
bulent andill diſpoſed Spirits, are ſuch, as give not only occaſion of preſent diſcontent to 
your Petitioners, but ſeem ro import ſome ill event wichour early prevention. ,. 

The,pure ſeed of our Faith (the Doftrin of che rrue Reformed Proteitan Religion ) eſtabliſhed 
by ſo many ACts of Parliament,and ſo harmonioully concurring with the confeſſions of all other 
Reformed Churches,being tainted wich the Tares of divers Sects and Schiſmes lately ſprung up 
amongſt us. 

Our pious, landable, and ancient form of Divire Service, compoicd by the holy Martyrs, 

and worthy Inſtruments of Retormation eſtabliſhed by rhe prudent Sages of Srate ( your reli- 
gious Predeceſſors ) honored by the approbation of many learned forraign Divines, ſubſcribed 
by the Miniſtery of the whole Kingdom, and with ſuch general content received by all the Lai- 
ty,that ſcarce any Family or perſon that can read,bur are furniſhed with the Books of Common 
Prayer : In the conſcionable uſe whereof many Chriſtian hearts have found unſpeakable joy and 
comfart,wherein the famous Church of Engl. our dear Mother,hath juſt cauſe to glory ; And 
may ſhe long flouriſh in the praQtiſe of ſo bleſſed a Litwrgy ; yet it is now, not only depraved by 
many of thoſe who ſhould egach conformity to eſtabliſhed Laws, but in contempt thereof in 
many places wholly neglected. All theſe daily prattiſed, with contidence,without puniſhment ; 
To the great dejetion of many ſound Proteſtants, and occafioning fo great inſulration and re- 
joycing in ſome Separatiſts,as they not only ſeem to portend, but menace ſome great alteration ; 
Andnot containing themſelves within the bounds of Civil Goyernment,do commir many tumul- 
ruous, ( ifnot Sacrilegious ) violences both by day and night upon divers Churches. 

Therefore your Petitioners being all very apprehenſive of the dangerous conſequences of In- 
noyation , and much ſcandalized ar the preſent diſorders. 

Do all unanimouſly pray, 
That there be a4mitted no Innovation of DoArine or Liturgy, rat wholly publick Service being ſo ſaft rooting by « long ſer. 
x'ed cominuance in #hk Church,that in our Opinion and Fudzcmeont, is cannot be alter: 4 ( unleſs by the advice aud conſent o 
ſome N aticual Synod ) without an univerſal diſcontent. Ani that ſome ſpecdy courſe be taken ro ſuppreſs ſuch 5chiſmatichs 
and Separatifts boſe faftiou Spirits do evidemily endanger the peace both of Church and State. 
| And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, @'c. 
The Petition figned by Lords, Knights, Juſtices of the Peace, and Elquirers > 94+ 


By Gentlemen of quality, 4 49. | By Divioes, 80, 
By Free- holders and others, in all z 8936, 


To' the Kings Moſt Excellent Majeſly and to the high Court of P ARLIAME NT. 


The humle Petition of Colleges and Halls, and others, well-willers to piety 
& _ _ and Learning, throughout the Kingdom of England, 


Sheweth, 

T Hat whereas many Perſons diſ-affefted to the pr:ſent form of Government of the Church of England 
(eftabliſhed not only by the EccleſiaFtical, but alſo by the Common Law of this Realm,and drverſe 

Atts of Parliament) hav: of late in great n.ultitud:s petitioned this Honorable Cort againit the Or- 

ders, Honor, 7ariſdifttion, and m:ans of the Clerg y: And bave publiſhed ſuch their deſires in print,and 

pulpit, and dayly ſeck to advance and propagate th: ſam: : To the great diſheartning of all Learnin 

(if ſuch deſigns find favor ) the grievous Cable of the Reformed Religion as unitable, and the anbuck 

able advantage of our En:mies of Rome. 


| E therefore ( well weighing, that the Seminaries muſt decay when the Garden ſhall be 
} V waſted) in all humility moſt heartily pray your Majeſty, and this Honorable Court, that 
all the Orders of Holy Church, of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, which from the Apoltles times 
rill theſe, have withſtood ſo many practices, may have yet hopes to flouriſh under your gracious 
rotetion. * And that by your aſſiltance, under our moſt Religious Soveraign, the ancient Ca- 
tholick Faith, and Diſcipline, as alſo the devour and decent ſervice of God, in our Church Li- 
tu;gv, may bedefended from all Innovations, and Novelties: The means and liberties of the 
Churches, as well Cathedral and Collegeat, as Parochial, to them hitherto of right belonging, 
according tothe pious Wills of their blefled Founders, may be conrinued and preſerved : Many 
chouſand Families which on them depend, f{ecured from ruin: And that our Nation,whoſe Laws 
already favor as muchas any in the world, the right ofthe firſt born, may retain Eccleſiaſtical 
comorions, as the Parrimony of younger Children, the prize of labqur and ſtudy, an incite- 
ment of learning, and a reward of thoſe that can intitle themſelves thereto by honeſt deſert, 
And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, fc. 


This Petition is ſubſcribed, gen:rally by all the Doors, Maſters, and Batchelors of aR Degrees and F cult ies in the Yniver- 
fry of Oxford ; aud by very many other perſons of quality : Baronets, Knights, E ſquires Minifters an4 Genilemen within 
be Counties of Oatord, Sect, Wiles, South. hampton, Durſer ,Kenr, Surcey, Wettmorland,Cumberland,and oiber fhires, 


Devonſhire 


o 
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Devonſhire Petition. | 


To the Right Honorable the Lords Spiritzal and Temporal, now afſembled in 
the Houſe of PARLIAMENT. 


The humble Information and Petition of the Knights, _ Gentlemen, and others 
of ability, within the Dioceſs of Exeter. 


E whoſe Names are underwritten, have for theſe many years, found the benefit and 
WW comfort of Epiſcopal Government, under which we have lived hitherto peaceably, and 
happily, with great freedome and frequency of the Preaching of the Goſpel, and incourage- 
ment of the conſcionable and painfull preachers thereof, As we bleſs God for his favour to 
us in the behalf, So we doe humbly and earneſtly profeſs our deſire, that the fame Go- 
vernment may be ſtill continued both ro us, and our poſterity, ſubmitcing all perſonal of- 
fences, and redreſs of abuſes to your Honourable Witdomes. 
In wimeſs whereof we have bereunto ſubſcribed. 
Signed by Kaights, Eſquires, Gentlemen, and other Inbabiraurs, neer upon Eight 1honſand. 
The Stafford-ſhire Petition. 
To the Right Honorable the Lords and Commonsallembled in the High Court of Parliament. 


The bumble Petition of the Knights, Gentlemen, Minifters, Freeholders, and other Inhabitants; 
within the County of Stafford, herexnto ſubſcribed. 


Who moit :umbly pray, 

Hat the preſent publick form of Gods Worſhip, and Adminiſtration of the bleſſed Sacra- 

ment,with other Rites agreeable to Gods holy Word,and pureſt antiquity,which hath been 

formerly,ſundry times eſtabliſhed by godly Adts of Parliament,may now again in theſe broken & 
troubled times, be ro Gods glory, and the Churches Peace, re eſtabliſhed, and confirmed. 

That Epiſcopacy being the ancienteſt, and Primitive Government of the Church, renowned 
for ſuccefles, victorious againit Schiſmes and Herefſies, and eſpecially of late years, againſt that 
Hydra of Hereſies, the Komen Papacy, glorious for ancient and late Martyrdoms, happy before 
the corruption of Popery,and fince the Reformation inthe Plantation,and Preſergation of Truth 
and Peace ; eminently ſerviceable to this Common-wealth, moſt compliable with the Civil Go« 
vernment (into the Fabrick,and body of which it isrivered and incorporate) and moſt apt and 
eaſie at all times by the State to be reduced into Order, may for the future,as fotmerly, by your 
great Authority be continued and maintainedfor the glory of God, preſervation of Order,Peace, 
and Unity, the Reformation and ſuppreſſion of wickedneſs and vice,and the mature prevention 
of Schiſmes,Fattions and Seditions. The which we, your humble Petitioners, the more earneſtly 
beſeech your Honors to grant,for that ſtrong fear do poſſeſs our hearts, that the (udden mutation 
of a Government ſo long ſerled,ſo well known, and approved,cannot recompence with any pro- 
portionable utility, the diſturbances, and diſorders which it may work by novelty, being moſt 
confident, in your Honors, Wiſdom, and Juſtice ; That all exceiſive exorbitances, and incroach- 
ments, which ſhall be found iſſuing, not from any poiſon in the nature of the Diſcipline, bur ra- 
ther from the infirmity, or corruption of the perſon (unto which the very beſt Government is 
ſubje&, ) ſhall be duly regulated, and corrected. | 


And your Petirioners ſhall duly pray for your Honors happieſt proceedings. 
Subſcrived by 3000, ot the beſt quality of the County, 


To the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty, and to the Right Honorable tit Lords and the 
Honorable the Houſe of Commons aſſembled in Parliament. 
The moſt humble Petition of d-vers Baronets, Knights, }aſtices, Gentry, Mmiſters and Freeholders 
Inhabitants of the County of KENT, within the Dioceſe of Canterbury, ; 
Moſt humbly ſhewing, 
T' Hat notwithſtanding this Kingdom, hath by the ſingular providence of Almighty God, for 
many years laſt paſt, happily floriſhed, above all other Nations in the Chriſtian World 
under the Religion and Government by Law eſtabliſhed : Yer hath ir been of late moſt miſcra- 
bly diſtratted through the ſiniſter practices of ſome private perſons ill affefted to them both. 

By whoſe means the preſent Government is diſgraced and traduced, the Houſes of God are 
Prophaned, andin part defaced, the Miniſters of Chriſt are contemned and deſpiſed, the Orna- 
ments, and many Urenfils of the Church are abuſed, the Liturgy and Book of Common-prayec 
depraved, and neglected, that abſolute model of Prayer, the Lords Prayer, villified, the Sacta- 
ments of the Goſpel in ſome places unduly adminiſtred, in other pl. ces omitted, Solemn days 
of Faſting obſerved, and appointed by private perſons, Marriages illegally Solemnized, Burials 
charirably performed, and the very fundamental of our Religion ſubverted by the publica- 
tion cf anew Creed, and teaching the a of the Moral Law, For which purpoſe, many 
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Honorable Aſſembly,and with due humility and obedience ſubmitting to the unanimous concluſions th.re- 
of,yet conceive themſelves bound in Duty. 


H Umbly to repreſent ro your mature conſiderations, that the preſent diſorders of many cur- 
bulent andill diſpoſed Spirits, are ſuch, as give not only occaſion of preſent diſcontent to 
your Petitioners, but ſeem ro import ſome ill event wichour early prevention. ,. 

The pure feed of our Faith (the DoCtrin of che rrue Reformed Proteitan Religion ) eſtabliſhed 
by ſo many Acts of Parliament,and ſo harmonioully concurring with the confeſſions of all other 
Reformed Churches,being tainted with the Tares of divers SeCts and Schiſmes larely ſprung up 
amongſt us. 

Qur pious, landable, and ancient form of Divire Service, compoicd by the holy Martyrs, 
and worthy Inſtruments of Retormation eſtabliſhed by che prudent Sages of Srate ( your reli- 
gious Predcceſſors ) honored by the approbation of many learned forraign Divines, ſubſcribed 
by the Miniſtery of the whole Kingdom, and with ſuch general content received by all the Lai- 
ty,that ſcarce any Family or perſon that can read,bur are furniſhed with the Books of Common 
Prayer : In the conſcionable uſe whereof many Chriſtian hearts have found unſpeakable joy and 
comfart,wherein the famous Church of Engl. our dear Mother,hath juſt cauſe to glory ; And 
may ſhe long flouriſh in the praQtiſe of ſo bleſſed a Lirmrgy ; yetit is now, notonly depraved by 
many of thoſe who ſhould xgach conformity to eſtabliſhed Laws, but in contempt thereof in 
many places wholly neglected. All theſe daily practiſed, with contidence,without puniſhment ; 

To the great dejetion of many ſound Proteſtants, and occafioning fo great inſulration and re- 
joycing in ſome Separatiſts,as they not only ſeem to portend, but menace ſome great alteration ; 
Andnot containing themſelves within the bounds of Civil Government,do commir many tumul- 
tuous, ( ifnot Sacrilegious ) violences both by day and night upon divers Churches. 

'Therefore your Petitioners being all very apprehenſive of the dangerous conſequences of In- 


noyation , and much (candalized ar the preſent diſorders. 

Do all unanimouſly pray, 
That -there be a4mitted no Innovation of DoFrine or Liturgy, that wholly publick Service being ſo ſaft rooting by « long ſer. 
x'ed cominuance in thi Church,that in our Opinion and Fudzcment, is cannot be altered ( unleſs by the advice and conſent of 
ſome N aticual Synod ) without an univerſal diſcontent. Ani that ſome ſpeedy courſe be taken ro ſuppreſs ſuch 5cbiſmatichs 
and Separatifts oboe ſafious Spirits do evidenily endanger the peace both of Church and State. 

| And your Pctitioners ſhall ever pray, &' 6. 

The Petition figned by Lords, Knights, Juſtices of the Peace, and Elquirers > 94+ 


By Gentlemen of quality, 4 49, By Divines, $0, 
By Free- holders and others, inall z 8936, 


To the Kings Moſt Excellent Majeſty and to the high Court of P ARLIAMENT. 


The humle Petition of Colleges and Halls, and others, well-willers to piety 
. _ _ and Learning, throughout the Kingdom of England. 


Sheweth, 

T Hat whereas many Perſons diſ- affetted to the preſent form of Government of the Church of England 
(e5tabliſhed not only by the EccleſiaFtical, but alſo by the Common Law of this Realm,and d:verſe 

Atts of Parhament) hav: of late in great n,ultitud:s petution:d this Honorable Court againtt the Or- 

ders, Honor, Furiſdittion, and m:ans of the Clergy: And bave publiſhed ſuch their deſires in print,and 

pulpit, and dayly ſeck, to advance and propagate th: ſam: : To the great diſheartning of all Learnin 

(if ſuch deſigns find favor ) the grievous [anlat of the Reformed Religion as unftable, and the anc 

able advantage of our Enemies of Rome. 


E therefore ( well weighing, that the Seminaries muſt decay when the Garden ſhall be 

_ waſted) in all humility moſt heartily pray your Majeſty, and this Honorable Court, that 

all the Orders of Holy Church, of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, which from the Apoltles times 
rill theſe, have withſtood ſo many practices, may have yet hopes to flouriſh under your gracious 
rotetion. And that by your aſſiſtance, under our moſt Religious Soveraign, the ancient Ca- 
tholick Faith, and Diſcipline, as alſo the devour and decent ſervice of God, in our Church. Li- 
rugv, may bedefended from all Innovations, and Novelties: The means and liberties of the 
Churches, as wel! Cathedral and Collegeat, as Parochial, to them hitherto of right belonging, 
according to the pious Wills of their blefled Founders, may be continued and preſerved : Many 
choutand Families which on them depend, fecured from ruin: And that our Nation,whoſe Laws 
alfcady favor as muchas any in the world, rhe right ofthe firſt born, may retain Eccleſiaſtical 
comorions, as the Patrimony of younger Children, the prize of labqur and ſtudy, an incite- 


ment of learning, and a reward of thoſe that can intitle themſelves thereto by honeſt deſert, 
And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, fc. 


This Petition is ſubſeribe4, gen:rally by all the Doors, Maſters, and Batchelor of all Degrees and F acult ies in the yYniver- 
firy of O>ford ;, aud by very many othey perſons of quality : Baronery, Knigbts,E ſquires Minifters an{1 Gemilemcn within 
#be Counties of Oxtord, Secs), Wiles, South. hampton, Durſet,Kenr, Sur:ey, Weltmorland,Cumberiand,and oiber fhires, 


Devonſhire 


C88. 
Devonſhire Petition, 


To the Right Honorable the Lords Spiritzal and Temporal, now aſſembled in 
the Houſe of PARLIAMENT, 


The humble Information and Petition of the Knights, — Gentlemen, and others 
of ability, withinthe Dioceſs of Exeter. 


E whoſe Names are underwritten, have for theſe many years, found the benefit and 
W comfort of Epiſcopal Government, under which we have lived hitherto peaceably, and 
happily, with grear freedome and frequency of the Preaching of the Goſpel, and incourage+ 
ment of the conſcionable and painfull preachers thereof, As we bleſs God for his favour ro 
us in the behalf, So we doe humbly and earneltly profeſs our deſire, that the fame Go- 
vernment may be ſtill continued both ro us, and our poſterity, ſubmitcing all perſonal of- 
fences, and redreſs of abuſes ro your Honourable Witdomes. 
In wimeſs whereof we have bereunto ſubſcribed. 
Signed by Kaights, Eſquires, Gentlemen, and other Inbabiraurs, neer upon Eight 1bouſand. 
The Stafford-ſhire Petition. 
To the Right Honorable the Lords and Commonsallembled in the High Court of Parliament. 


' The bumble Petition of the Knights, Gentlemen, Minifters, Freeholders, and other Inhabitants; 
within the County of Stafford, herewnto ſubſcribed. 


Who mo#t :umbly pray, | 
Hart the preſent publick form of Gods Worſhip, and Adminiſtration of the bleſſed Sacra- 
ment,with other Rites agreeable to Gods holy Word,and pureſt antiquity,which hath been 
formerly,ſundry times eſtabliſhed by godly Acts of Parliament,may now again in theſe broken & 
troubled times, be ro Gods glory, and the Churches Peace, re eſtabliſhed, and confirmed. 

That Epiſcopacy being the ancienteſt, and Primitive Government of the Church, renowned 
for ſucceſles, victorious againit Schiſmes and Herefies, and eſpecially of late years, againſt that 
Hydra of Hereſies, the Koman Papacy, glorious for ancient and late Martyrdoms, happy before 
the corruption of Popery and ſince the Reformation inthe Planration,and Preſergation of Truth 
and Peace ; eminently ſerviceable to this Common-wealth, moſt compliable with the Civil Go= 
yernment (into the Fabrick,and body of which it isrivered and incorporate) and moſt apt and 
eaſie at all times by the State to be reduced into Order, may for the future,as fotmerly, by your 
great Authority be continued and maintainegfor the glory of God, preſervation of Order,Peace, 
and Unity, the Reformation and fi uppreſſion of wickedneſs and vice,and the mature prevention 
of Schiſmes,FaCtions and Seditions. The which we, your humble Petitioners, the more earneſtly 
beſeech your Honors to grant, for that ſtrong tear do poſſeſs our hearts, that the tudden mutation 
of a Government ſo long ſerled,ſo well known, and approved,cannor recompence with any pro- 
portionable utility, the diſturbances, and diſorders which it may work by novelty, being moſt 
confident, in your Hongrs, Wiſdom, and Juſtice ; That all exceiſive exorbitances, and incroach- 
ments, which ſhall be found iſſuing, not from any poiſon in the nature of the Diſcipline, but ra- 
ther from the infirmiry, or corruption of the perſon (unto which the very beſt Government is 
ſubje&, » ſhall be duly regulated, and corrected. | 


Aud your Petitioners ſhall duly pray for your Honors happieff proceedings. 
Subſcrived by 3000, ot the belt quality of the County, 


To the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty, and to the Right Honorable tit Lords and the 
Honorable the Houſe of Commons aſſembled in Parliament. 
The moſt humble Petition of d:vers Baronets, Knights, 7uſtices, Gentry, Mmiſters and Freeholders, 
Inhabitants of the County of KENT, within the Dioceſe of Canterbury, | 

Moſt humbly ſhewing, : 
T Hat notwithſtanding this Kingdom, hath by the ſingular providence of Almighty God, for 

many years laſt paſt, happily floriſhed, above all other Nations in the Chriſtian World 
under the Religion and Government by Law eſtabliſhed : Yer hath it been of late moſt miſcra- 
bly diſtracted through the ſiniſter practices of ſome private perſons ill affeted tothem both. 

By whole means the preſent Government is diſgraced and traduced, the Houſes of God are 
Prophaned, and in part defaced, the Miniſters of Chriſt are contemned and deſpiſed, the Orna- 
ments, and many Urenfils of the Church are abuſed, the Lirurgy and Book of Common-prayec 
depraved, and neglected, that abſolute model of Prayer, the Lords Prayer, villified, the Sacra- 
ments of the Goſpel in ſome places unduly ad miniſtred, in other pl.ces omitted, Solemn days 
of Faſting obſerved, and appointed by private perſons, Marriages illegally Solemnized, Burials 
charirably performed, and the very fundamental of our Religion ſubverted by the publica- 
tivn cf anew Creed, and teaching the abrogation of the Moral Law, For which purpoſe, many 
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offenſive Sermons are daily preached, and many impiqus Pampllers printed, and in contewpt of authority, mary do 
what lecemeth good in rbeir own eyes, only as If there were no Kibg, nor Governmenr, in this our 1ſract. 


Whereby Almighty God is highly provoked, His {acred Majeſty diſhonored, The peace of the 
Kingdom endangered, The Conſciences of the people diſquieted, The Miniſters of Gods Word dif. 
hearrned, and the Enemies of the Church embaldened in-their enterpriſcs. 

For redreſs whereof May it pleaſe rhb great and honorable Councel, ſpeedily 10 command a due obſervation of the Religion 
and Government, by law eftabliſhed,in ſuch manner, as it may ſeem beſt ro the piety and Wiſdom of His Royal Majeſty, and 
H& Honorable Cours. | 

' Taur Petitioners as all confidently expeA & bleſſing from Heaven upon 1hk Church and Ki 
1hþ furiber canſe to rdrnders Picks A ſiffance upon x \Lerrs A ſembly, w; Ry CITING 


Subſcribed by 
Koight Baronets, and Knights 24 FEſquires and Gentlemen of note, aboye 3095 
Divines 108 ,; Freebolders, and Subhdy men 800 


- - All withia the Dioceſe of Cangerbary, 


—— 


To the Hon. Knights Citizens,and Burgelles of the Houſe of Commons Aſſembled in Parliament. 


The humble Petition of the Gentry, Cler y,and other inhabitants, ſubſcribed of the Comnties of Flint, 
Denby,Mountgomery,Carnarvan,Angleley,Merioneth, being the fix Shires of Northwales. 
As it was preſented this preſeut March the 5, 1641. Accompanied with thirty thouſand hands, 


ww Hereas the preſent condition of the Church of England ( in the publick Liturgy thereof,in the ancient liberties, 
V © and form of Goverament, as they do now ſtand eſtabliſhed by Law ) bath beeu larely broughr in queſtion, and 
mavifold Petitions from the ſeveral quarters of this Kingdom, and orber fuch like addreffes concerning the lame have 
been preſented to this honorable Houſe. . 

We His Majeſties faitbfa] SubjeQs in the principalities and Couaties of North. wales, whom it equally concerneth, 
and as firong|y tied in duty and conſcience,do likewiſe preſume to make our bumble Remonftrance, and we do ir after 
2 long filence and expeRation, joyned with ſome fears, 

And frſt,for thoſe things which concern the Publick Service of God, as they be of neareſt importance, and we nothing 
doubt, but you will rake unto your tendreſt thoughts, ſo we docarneftly propound and profirate before yuu that dange- 
rous conſequence of Innovation in matters ſo bigh concer.ument as we conceive, and leave it to your own great 
Wiſdoms to Judge, what ſcruples avd jealouſies are like to ariie, if we be taught a new and different way of ſerving 
God after a full peſwafion of the lawfulneſs of that which is preſcribed according to the word of God, not withcut the 
deliberate, and concurrent approbation and indultry of the molt learned of the-Proteftant C hurch, of this and other 
Nations, andthe poſſeſſion of ſo many years inthe praQiſe thereof, and all fince the blef{ed rlme of Reformation, 

The meer report hereof hath already produced no good effelt, breeding in the mindes of ill diſpoſed perſons, Info. 


lence and contempt, in others perplexity and grief, not knowing how to ante themſelves, or form their obedience in 


ſuch difiraRions, and ſometimes repugnancy of commands, 
. Then for the outward policy and form of Government, under tbe Juriſdition of Biſhops, bounded by Law,and kept. 


within their own limits, 

[tis as we believe,hat form which came into this ]ſland, with the firſt Plantation of Religion bere,and God fo bleſt 
tþis 1ſland,thar Religion came early in,with the firlt dawning of the day,very near, or in the time of the Apoſtles theme 
ſelves. And in the ſucceflion of all afrer ages,the ſame hi#th been conſtantly maintained among vs, and that without 2. 
ry eminent interruption, or gain. {aying,even Hill theſe our daycs. 

- And now trom the comfortable experience which we feele and which our Fathers bave rold us,ot the conveniency & 
moderation of this a a, with the antiquity of the ſame(a ſtrorg argument of Gods fpecial proteQion, } 
We do in all bumility repreſent and pray that the ſame may be {till preſerved intire in all the parts thereof, protefling 
yet withal,that we beartily diſclaim all ſcandalous Lnnovation,and Popiſh corruption whatſoever, 

And as we doubr not but your great Wiſdoms will take care that our Dodtrine and Diſcipline eſtabliſhed, ſhall be 
fill in force aud obſerved,until by ſome abſolure Law, and the opinions of learned Convocations, or Synod(acccord- 
ing to the Cuſtoms of our prudent fore-fathers in beſt tim.s) jr be otherwiſe ordained. 

$0 ſhall we never ceaſe to pray for 4 permanent bleſlag upon your Counſels, 10 the general happineſs of Church and Kingdom. 


Tothe Sacred Majeſty, of our moſt Gracious Soveraign Lord King CHARLES, 
The humble gratulation and petition of divers, His Majeltics Faichtul SubjeQts within the County Palatine of Lanca ley, 
Moſt Gracious Sovereign, | 
He moſt Real nd convincing'ft Teftimonics of your princely care, for the adyancement of Gods true Religion in your 
 Majeſties Realmes, And the common good of all your ſubjefs. (ould no leſsthen draw from ws ( who have bitherts 
in thefe ſtirring Times (at ſtill ') thi bumble acknowledgment of our due and neceſſary thankgs. 

We with the inmoſt aud choiceft thovgbes of our ſoules, do eftceme and prixe your Majeſties moſt righteous intentions, of 
governing your liege people, according to the wholſome Laws of this Kingdom. A thing jo often, and wub ſuch earnſineſſe 
avowed by your ſacred Majeſty, whereunto we yeeld that hearty credence, which is due 16 (o religiew a Prince, Weds 
41(o with al bumility and thank fulneſs achnowledg your man fold and evident manifeſtations, ( ro the World ) that you a felt © 
net an arbitrary Government, but the Common proſperity, and eppineſs of all your Loyal Subjefs : by your readineſs to 
joyn with your Parliament it ſpeedy raifing of forces for a timely ſuppreſſion, of that odioza Rebellion in irelaud, by your 
lare Proclamation for the putting in due execution the Laws againſt Papijts. ' By your moſt Gracious Condiſcending to the 
defires of your Great Council : in ſigning the Bill for the Trienial Parliament, for the relinquiſhing your Title hepofing upon 
Meirchendiqe, and power of preſſing ſouldiers. For the raking away the Starchamber : and High Commiſſion Court ©, for 
alattins the Councel Table, Ar alſo tbe bils for the forreſts and Srannerie Courts with other moſt neceſſury afs, Moreover, 
we are confident, and well aſſured of your Majeſtics qcel, for the advancement c f the vrue Proveſtant Religion. And with 
inexpreſſible joy 49 underſtand your moſt Chriftian and piow reſolution, for tbe preſervation of zhoſe power ſul encourdgements 
of Induftry, Learning. and Picty, the means and honour of the Minifiry, for the mainienance and continuance of our Church 
Govenments, and ſolemne Liturgy of the Church, of long conting ance, and general approbation of the met pious and learned 
of this Nation, and of the other Counties : Compoſed ( according to the Primitive patterne ) by our bleſſed Martyrs and 
arver Religious and learned men. As alſo your gratious plaſure, that all abuſes of Church and ſtate ſhall be reformed, 
according ro tbe modell of Queen Elizaberhs daje *,\ for ever bleſſed & fimous memory, By the ene you have weakned the hopes 
of the ſa6rilegious devourers of the (Churches P atrimony ( if there be any ſuch) And by the other provided againſt all Popiſh 
implenres and Idelatrics; and alſo againſt the growing danger of Anabapriſts, Brownilts, and ether Novejilts, All which riery, 
love and jufficc,w: beſecch God to return into your Royal boſome But yer moſt gracgous 5overaign, there is one thing that ſads 
our hearts, 4nd binders the perjeAion of our h2ppineſs which z4 the miſ- uadcrjianding berwecn your Majefly and your Pariide 
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ment, wherehy the hearts of your ſnbje(ts are filed with fears and jealouſies Tuſtice neglefted , facred 
Ordinances prophaned,. and Trading. impaired to the impoveriſhing of many of your: liege people. For 
the removal whereof we cannot find out any lawfull means withour your Maj ſties aſſiſtance and dire« 
ton. 


Wherefore we humbly beſeech your moſt Excellent Majeſty, to Continue your moſt Chriſtian 
and Pious Reſolution of Ruling your people, according tothe Laws of the Land; and main- 
taining of the ſame, of being a zeaous Detender of the eſtabliſhed Doctrine, Liturgie, and 
Government of our Church fron hereftes, Libertiniſme, and prophaneneſs; an advancer of 
Learning , Piety, and Religion, an Encourager of Learned, Painfull, Orthodox Preachers? 
And whatſoever your Parliament ſhall offer to your Royall view ,) conducing to this bleſ- 
ſed end, the common good and tranquility of your ſubjects, tg he Pleaſed to condiſcend 
unto, and gratiouſly to confirm, and withall todeclare unto us ſome expedient way how 
we may make a dutiſull addreſs unto your Parliament, for the taking away of theſe 
differences and impediments which ſtay the happy proceedings (of that moſt honourable 
Aſſembly,whereot your Majeſty is the head) which once removed, we doubt not, but you 
willbe as near your Parliament in perſon, as in affeftion. That there may be a bleſſed har- 
mony betwixt your Highneſs, and that great Council, we ſhall with all alacrity obſerve the 
fame. Humbly rendring our lives, and fortunes for the | par 9 of your Royal perſon, 
Crown and dignity, according to our bounded duty and and allegiance. And heartily pray=- 
ing for your Majeſties long and proſperous Reign over us. 

We the Subſcribers of this Petition, ao hereby give authority unto the Bearers hereof to put our names 

- to ſuch tranſcript hereof, as ſhall be preſented to his Majeſty. 

Atteſted by Knights and Eſqires 64. Divines 55. Gentlemen 7,0. Freeholders near 77000. 


To the KINGS moſt Excellent MAJEST Y, 
| The humble Petition of the County of Cornwal. 


F your Majeſties Loyal Subjetts , In all duty render unto your Majeſty all thankfulneſs, 
V for your Majeſties unexampled favour, and grace in granting unto your Subjetts (in con- 
currence with your Parliament ) ſuch Laws and Freedoms,which have moſt fully expreſſed your Ma- 
Jefties gracious goodneſs unto your people, and we moſt thankfully receive your Majeſties free offer of a. 
general pardon, whereof we moſt humbly deſtre to be made partakers. And we moſt humbly beſeech your 
Majeſty never io ſuſfer your Subjetts ro br governed by an Arbytrary Governmentnor admit an alter a- 
foin in Religion. Aud your Petitioners being moſt feelingly grieved for your Majeſties diſcontents 
partly occaſtoned by divers ſcandalous Pamphlets,and no way leſſened by Seditious Sermons : Do Wiſh 4 
confluence of all comforts, honour and bappineſs unto your Majeſty : and do heartily pray for the re-- 
concilement betwixt your Majeſty and your Parliament. And in all rhaxkfulneſs for your Majefties 
ſaid grace and goodneſs, your Petitioners do offer themſelves moſt ready to mazjntain, and defend with 
their lives and fortunes, Tour Majeſties ſacred Perſon, Honour,and Eſtate : And lawful Prerogative 
againſt all perſons whasſoever, according to the Oaths of Allegiance aud Supremacy. 
May 22. 1642. Indorſed, 
We the Petitioners to this Petition, do conſtitute and appoint, Peter Courtney, Walter Langdon 
Benatus Bel'ot and Newil Bligh Eiquires, to deliver this Petition, in the name of the County 
of Cornwall to his ſacred Majeſty. 


To the Honourable Houſe of Commons Aſſembled in Parliament, 


The Hnmble Petition of the Gentry Miniſters and Commonalty of the 
upon at the general Aſſizes of the County. YI 
Meſt humbly ſheweth, 
Hat we cannot but take notice, how welcome to this Honourable Houſe, many Petitions 
have been, which yet came not from an aſſembled Body of any County (as this doth) we 
do therefore hope to find as gentle and favourable a Reception of this,as any other have found 
5 _ Petitions, our hearts witneſſing unto us, as good, peaceable, and pious purpoſes as the - 
eſt. 
=Y _ n ——_ the true and ardent deſires of this County. 
1. That you will be pleaſed toaccept our due.and hearty than 
by his —- Tp grace = goodneſs) ods obtained for = Eon 
2, that all Laws againſt Papiſts, be put in due execution.and an accoun ir diſ- 
ar | ing,and that all Children of the Papiſts may be brought up in the —_— ot - 
3. That the ſolemn Liturgy of the Church of Englaxd( Celebrious by the piety of the Bl- 
ſhops and Martyrs who compoſed it) eſtabliſht by the ſupream Laws of this Land, atteſted and 
approved by the beſt of all Foreign Divines, confirmed by the ſubſcription of all the Miniſtry 
of this Land, a Clergy as able and Learned as any in the Chriſtian-world ere enjoyed, and 
with a holy Love embraced, by the moſt and _ of all the Laity, that this holy exerciſe of Re- 
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ligion may by your Authority by enjoyed quiet and free from interruptions, 'ſcorns ; 
prophaneneſle, threats and force of ſuch men, who daily doe deprave it and neglect the uſe 
of it in divers Churches, in defpight of the Laws eſtabliſhed. 

4. That Epiſcopal Government, as ancient in this Iſland as Chrſtianity it ſelf, deduced and 

diſperſed throughout the Chriſtian world even from the Apoſtolicall times , may be-preſerved 
(as the moſt pious, and moſt prudent, andmoſt fate Government for peace of the Church. 
- 5. That all differences concerning Religion and Ceremonies may be referred to a lawfull 
freeand Nationall Synod, as your Remonſtrance promiſeth, to a generall Synod of moſt 
grave learned ,, pious and Judicious Divines , (the proper agents ) whoſe intereſts, gifts, and 
callings, may quicken them in that great Worke, whoſe choyce to be by all the Clergy of 
the land , becauſe all the Clergy are to be bound by their reſolutions and the determination 
of this Synod to bind us all when you have firſt formed them into a Law,and this we taketo be 
according to the ancient and fundamentall Law of this Land, confirmed by Magna Charta. 
- 6. That ſome ſpeedy and good proviſion may be made (as by his Majeſty hath been and 
is by all good men deſired ) againſt the odious and abominable ſcandal of ſchiſmatical and 
ſeditious Sermons and Pamphlets, and ſome ſevere Law made againſt Lay men, for daring to 
arrogate to themſelves, and to execute the holy funCtion of the Miniſtry , who (ſome of them 
do ſow their impious and diſconſented Dottrine,even in facred places by abuſe of facred Ordi- 
_ to the advancing of Hereſie, Schiſme, Prophanenels, Liberteniſme, Anabaptiſme and 
Atheiſme | 

7. That if the coerſive power of Eccleſiaſtical Courts byway of Excommunication be already 
abrogaced, or ſhall be thought fit ſo to be,that there be ſome other power and authority ſpee» 
dily eſtabliſhed, for ſuppreſſing the heynous, and now ſo much abounding ſins of Inceſt, Adu!- 
tery and Fornication, and other crimes,a1d for recovering Tythes repayring of Churchse, pro- 

bate of Wils, Church aſſeſſes, providing 3read and Wine for the Communion, and choyce of 
Church Wardens, and other Officers in the Church, and eſpecially for Miniſters,who neglect 
tie Celebrating of the holy Communion, and the Pariſhioners for not Receiving, 

8. That the Profeſſors of that Learned faculty of the Civill Law, and ( without which this 
Kingdome cannot bur ſuffer manifold Iuconveniences) may not finde diſcouragements, and ſo 
divert their ſtudees and Profeſſions . 

9. That honour and profits, the powerful encouragements of Induſtry, Learning, and Piety, 
may be preſerved without further diminaticn to the Clergy. 

10. That you pleaſe ſadly to conſider the bleeding wounds of our brethren in Ire/azd, and 
with fpeedy ſuccours endeavour to preſerve them, whereunto his Majeſty hath promiſed a gra- 
tious concutrence. 

'' 11. That you will pleaſe to frame an eſpecial Law ofthe Regulation of the Militia of this 
Kingdom, ſo that the Subject may know how at once to obey, both his Majeſty, and both 
houſes of Parliament , a Law whereby may be left to the diſcretion of Governours, as little 
as may be but that the number of Armes, and what meaſure of puniſhment ſhall be inflicted 
upon the offendours, may be expreſly ſet down in the act, and not leftto any Arbitrary 
power, and that according to the preſident of former Laws, the offtendours may not be tried 
out of the County. : 

12. That the pretiors liberty of the Subjet(theCommon birth-right of every Er gliſh-man) 
may | be as'in all theſe points preſerved entire, ſo in this alſo, that no order of eitner of both 
Houſes, not grounded on the Laws of this Land, may be enforced on the Subject, till it be full 
enacted by Parliament. 

13. That the Majeſties gratious meſſage of the 20 of Jan. laſt for the preſent and future 
eſtabliſhment of tke Priviledges of Parliment, the free enjoying of our eſtates and fortunes , 
the Liberty of our perſons, the ſecurity of the true Religion porfeſſed, the maintaining of his 
Majeſties juſt and Reeall authority, the eſtabliſhing his Revenue, may be taken in to ſpeedy 
canſideration, the effefting whereof will fatisfie the deſires of all us his faithfull and loving 
ſubjects. 

| = That all poſſible care may be taken that the Native commodities of this Xingdome 

may have a quick vent,and that Cicathing,and other Manufactures may be improved, wherein 
the livelihood of many thouſands do conſiſt, and that Trade may be balanced, that the impor- 
tation do not exceed the ex portation, otherwiſe it will prove a conſumption of the Land. 

15. That ycu pleaſe to frame icme laws concerning Depopilations, Purveyances, Cart- 

taking, delayes in Juſtice, Tarfhck, Fiſhing in the Coaſts, Fulling-earth, that onr Sea Forts 
may he repaired, and ovr Mapazine renewed. 

16. That you pleaſe to conſider the gencr:I poverty that ſeems ro cyergrow this Kingdome. 

1”. Laſtly,We humbly beſeech you to conſider the fad condition that we and the whole 
Land are in, if a good underſtanding be not ſpeed:ly renewed between his Majeſty, and both 
Houſes of Parliament. 

Our hopes are yet above our fears, ſecure them we he ſecch you. God diret & guide your 
conſo'atiors. for the removing of all diſtruſts ard fealouſies. for the renewing that tye of con- 
fidence and truſt, (with is the highelt happineſs) derwee;1 our gracious Prince, and his loving 
Subjects . Ns 

And you ſhall have the daily prayers of ycur humble Oratcrs cf the Tommoyalty of Kent. 

To 
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To the Honourable the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes of the Houſe of Com: 


mons Aſſembled in Parliamenr. 


The humble Petition of the Barons, Knights, Eſquires, Gentlemen, Clergy-men, Ereekolders Sub- 
ſidy-men, and others of good Rank, and Qualty in the County of Oxtotd.- ENT 
Agreed upon, and ſubſcribed, at the times « ftheir Mectings to take the Proteftation ſent to them; | 
Þ Aer where ſome Tetiiont hs ted " X | 
" Hat whereas ſome Petitions bave been expoſed nprint, the com1.0n view under the names of the X nights Genile- 
ren, Freeboldeys, Subſidy aenycf the befi Renck and Quality if the County of Oxford 
nourable Houſe of Parliament, Og ” ſ 1% 0 goeferccd ts __ 
We do hereby crave leave,to ſhew to this Honourable Houſe, that ſuch Petitions have not received pub1; 
tion amorg-us, at any General mesting direfted by Authority, for the ſervice of the Couaty. FRO — 


Nnd we your now Petitioners, knowing our ſelves to be the Major-part of thoſe degrees within this 
A defer wy expreſs our gratit-de un this > of rar Houſe, > plu. a Box  ooking —_ Sg 
thererf,for the good of 'bis Land and State do bercly offer >p 1m all Humility, the greateſt expreſſion of ohr thankfulneſs: 
and in like maaner, our unani nous defires. 

That the Government of this Church may continue, as is now by Law cftabliſhed : And that che Liturgy may be 
ſetled with ſuch alterations(ifrhere be cau'e) as your wiſdomes ſhall approve. ! 

T hat the Laws ag7iaſt Papiſts which oppoſe our Religion, and againſt SeRaries (of late dangerouſly encreafed 
among 1s) that trouble rhe Peace thereof, may be put in full Execution : And where thoſe laws are defe&ive, [ch 
further remedy therein may be provided, as to your wiſdoms ſhall ſeem fit. "s 

T hat a free Synod of Orthodox and peaceable Divines may be convened; according to the form of the Primitive and 
PR rimes = Cbri _ 9, for com poſing " all COT in ; 7p and Ceremonies - Riligioo, 

' 1 hat the ſafety of chis County and'Kingdom ma ovided for, by the dif] of ſuch a Militi Ly con- 
fiſt with the Native Libertics of : A Sodjec. art "0 poling oo EEE 
. "ou you would be pleaſcd ro continue your Care in haſtening the further Relief of our diſtreſſed Brethren in 

reland. : 

Aad your Pctirioners ſhall be ready ro maint- in with their Lives and Eftates, tis Majeftics Perſon, Honour and 
Eſtate, together withthe Righs and Priviledges of ParJiament, "EY 

And y ur Peiitipners ſhall ever pray Oe, 


To the moſt Honourable and High Court of PAR LIAMENT. 
The bumble Petition of the Gentlemews, and others of ibe Inhabitants of the County of Cornwall. 


I Aving ſeen and teard the many _ ſcarce divers) Pecirions to this Honourable Aſſembly, by the Inhabi- 

tans of divers Counties 2nd Cities cf ths Land,as alſo Corporations, C ompanies.and Tr2des, ſome 2g2inft Bi- 
ſhops, ſome againſt the Common Prayer, and all againſt ſuch Judicials and things ſuper-clementary to the Region 
«f their capacity of judging, and matters only belonging tothe Judicature of this grave Synod, which ſeems either 
to diſtruſt or dire&, or doth, your grave wildoms - We thereſore the Gentlemen,and other the Inhabitants of Corn- 
wal, with 2s many hearts, though nor hands, with as many good wills, though not perſons not in imitation, bur rs- 
ther by provoca-iun, and neceſli:y,in theſe times,to ſhew our good minded affections, do bumbly proſtratc the utmoſt 
of our ſervice at your feet In which (orrather after which)werake leave bumbly to beg. 

That y ou w21d be pleaſed to bend your auxiliary and good affections to the redreſs « f the diſtreſs of the » iſcrable 
Proteſtants in Ireland. To gazn whoſe good » proſperity, peace and tranquility, 10 preſerve the Soveraignty of that land 
10 our Royal King, and to maintain bis, and this K,ingdov s bono: r,we ſhill willingly lay down our lives and fortunes, 

That you will be pleaſed to continue your great reſpeRt, dutiful love, and true obedience to our Rogal Soveraign, by 
mairtainirg + 0 f wy 10 pa mr ere af , 

That you will be pleaſed to put the Laws in duecxecution again vites, Ser jravies, Papiſts, and Re \ 

Sp will be pleaſed to Jock, upon the other (ide, and ah Mie the attions (or w_ ections Yof [vw Cenbou 
ov ſt wen call Ciitivens) to ſcrurge their irregular and d'( rdevly Schiſm, and beretical Sects, into right paths of ſey« 
tirg God, to _ bis Houſe, and t0 pray as well as beay, to allow Order and obey Conformity.to reverence learning 
and b'w t1 Authority, 1» be under 8 Diſcipline, and live in order. * 

7 at you will be pleaſed to maintain and eſtabliſh the Antient Fundamental, and 1o7 venerable Laws, Order, and 
Zi(cipline, bth of our Ciurch and Common wealth, to continue the Revererced Office, and Puniſh the offending perſons 
of Biſhops, to have 1n tigh account, and etern:2e (a4 for as in 991 lis) the Divine and cxcelient form of Commun= 
Prayer, tz correct bram-forged deciri'e, by your examplary preeepts (trike @ Reverexce of Gods. Houſe into crery rans 


Brea 

- yo» will be pleaſed to intimate to the perple, your bonrurable and wiſe intentions concerning Divine Service 
leſt wh le you bold your pooee ſame rejecting it in part, 0.bey altoge her,they vainly conceive you countenance them 4 

Laſtly, ( Not to trouble your great aff arrs a"y longer) that yru will be pleaſed to take into your Sage confud:r3'5on, 
thyſe ſcandalous aud ill «fected Pampblets, which fly abroad in ſuch ſwarms, as are able to cloud P pure Air of 
Tr th, and preſ' nt a dark ignorance to theſe who have 1.01 the two wings 0 Fuſtice and K nowledge to fly above them. 

Now topeliſh this 0ur w'rk with a ſmooth demmnſiyation of our mod: ſt intents, that the tinBluyes which in Introdu- 
inn fell 04 the fore © entioned preſents, ” ay [lide withoat a ſtain from ttis ; we do in all bumility declare, that neither 
diſtruſt of your intents, wor opinion f any of our C ounſels worthy your ears, even tainted our th:ugbts, but thas 
we bave jt I! becn, and are Confidet, that this moſt wiſe Sy-04 bath ever thought fit, reſolved, and will confir + into 
«ion. what we now bn" bly req eſt therefore this our preſent , not ſo much a Petition, 4s 4 Prayer of milling ad 
thankful hearts for the hoped ſrquel, is only to ſhew 0+x true imten'tions and gerd will towards bis exaciou Maj'ſty , 
and ths bigh Curt, as Inſtruments of the peace of our ſouls and bodics, for which we are unari ouſly and immutaþly 
Tjuly'd ts ſpe d 0:1 deare ſt bloud. Publ -ſhod by F. B. Gent. 


To the Right Honourable the Lords and Commons Aſſembled in the High-Conrt of Parliamant,” 


The humble Petition « f the Kinghts, Eſquires, Gentlemen, Miniſters, Freeholders, and other Inhabkants, within 
the County of Hereford, Who molt hnmbly pray, | : 
: Har the preſen! publick form of Gods Worſhip, and the Adminiſtration of the bleſſed Sacraments, -with other 
Rites »greeable ro Gods buly Word, and pureſt Antiquity, which have been ſundry times cſtabl ſhed by godly 
"Ads of Parliament, may now again 'n thoſe broken and troubled times be to GodsGlery, add the Churches Peace, 
bs re-efta. 


r&-eſtabliſhed and e6nfilmed; That Epiſcopacy being the Anticne 2nd prim't've' Government of the Chura, ; 
nowncd for Suceeſſes, ViRorious againſt Schiſms;andHerelies, and cipec'ally of late years againſt that Zzdrs. 


Herefics, the Rom: Papacy, glorious for ancientand late Marryrdoms, Happy before the corrupt on of Popery, an | 
. fince the Reformat'on in the plantation and preſervat on of Truth and Peace, cminenily ſerv ceable to this Corr moa 
wealth, moſt compliable with the Civil-Government, into the Fabrjck and body of which itis riverted and incurpo- 
rated,andimoſt apr and eaſic at all times by the Statc to þereduced nro Order, may for the furure(as formerly )by 
. your great aisbotitybe coutinued and mainta'nedfor ' the glory of God, the preſeryation of Order, Peace,and Unity, 
- the Reformation and ſuppreſſion of wickedneſs and vice, and the matureprevent on of Sebiſms, FaRions, and >edi- 
ons,thart Cathedrals, thc monuments of our forefathers Charity, the reward of preſent Literature and furtherance of 
Piery, be alſ6 cont'nued. | I SEARS 5 
The which, we your bumble Petitioners the more carneſtly b:ſeech your Fonourg to grant, for that ſtrange fears diſ- 
Poſſeſs our bearts, that the ſudden mutation of Government, ſoJong ſeiled, ſu well known, and approved; cannot recon- 
" penve rhe diſturbances and diſorders”, which it may work, by novelty, with any yroportonable uihiy, being moſt confi- 
-edent, in your Honors, Wiſdoms and'F (tice, that all Exceſſes, Exorbitantierand Fncroachments, that ſhall be found 
ifſuing not from any poy[on 1% the nature of the Diſcipline, but rather from the infirnity a corruption of the Perſons 
(wngo which, the yary beft Gruerneent is ſubjeR ) ſudll be dutly reg lated and correfted. SVs 
ans FF » A And your Petitioners ſhall pray, &e. 
Subfcr'bed by Knights, E{quires, and Gentlemen of uy, 68. DoQors8, Miniſters of good repute as will ap- 
* pea? by the Origindi Petitions, . 150. Frecholders and Inbabitants of the County of Hereford, 36c0. 


To the Richt Honourable the Lords aud Commons Aſſembled in the High-Ceurt of Parliamant. 
'The humble Petition cf the Kinghts, Eſquires, Gentlemen, Miniſters, Freeholders, and other Inhabitants, within 


_, the County of Cornwall. Þ Humdly ſhewing, | 

"FH are 110 leſs thank ful for the many excellent Laws, mbich by bis Majeſtics grate and fawory, and your care 

74 neſs, you obtamed fur «s ; then thoſe mbo have been wore .furmard to. preſent you with Petitions; 

"doubting not, bur you mill welco1 6 this mith as bearty accep; ance, as you have done any other, it proceed: ng from loysl 

* bearss t6 cur Soveraign, atender care of our Proteſtation, end ahundance of . affett;on to the Common -wealth, and 

Ted eas wemnderfiand tbat there js 8 purpuſc, if not 4 preſentment already to this bonourable Houſe, of 4 Petition here- 
re by ſore Fuſtices of the Peace tendred ts the grand Inqueſt, at our laſt Aſſizes, to be by them conſadered, whether fit 

10 be preſented #9 this bonourable Zouſe , mbich cur dehiberace debate was much difliged, arir mas laid ; but force (as 
"wwe dre Informed) indire8ly intruded upon divers perſons, withiut reading or peruſal; many of them ſince retrafling 
#heir opinions, and wiſting back, their hayds, and we having reſolved to reft upon1be abilitics and care of our Knights 
"arid Bargtſſes, 0+r bands and avuths, for ” ater uf particular c ncernvents, yet fance their abſence fromus, and at- 

fendencs in Parliament, findirg and feeling our own grievances, giving us juſt grounds and fear of # dden miſery, by 

Hyfobediente and contempt of LaWs ;, thus provoked with bleeding oy 6; we. heg the. belp of .your Wiſdomes, tondviſe 
+ and apply ſome ſpeedy remedy for theſe felt and fearcd coils. d for as «ch as there are lately riſen avo"gſt us 

ome few of the Clergy, and ».any of the Laity, publick contemmeys and depravers of the Ceremonies and the $:rvice of 

| be Book,of Commron-prayer, by Law eſtabliſhed, irreverent vitifiers of Sody bouſe, and Church Aſemblics i 1 Prayer 

Cjmes, and generally diſobedicnt to Ecckfaaſtical Government, of whom many have ſubſcribed or ſubſigned to the 7e- 
priced Petition: Althqugh the ſaid Cereronics and Book: of Common Prayer, arc by far the greater and diſerectey 
Jars of our Congregations inoffenſroely and reverently recerved and approved. 4 anti ,. 
"+»WE pray (no way, preſuming) to preſcribe rules, but ſubmitting ro your graves Jucgments; that a Nation! 
t _ Synod of ourlearned, and approved Clergy, by the reſt to be choſen, may be conyened,and ſomo Parliamen- 
ary courle ſpeeded, for the ordaining ,conhrming and eſtabJiſhing of the ſaid .ervice-Book, and Ceremoni. s, or ſorne 
of them, or others not repugnint to Gods word, tending moſt ro the peace and purity of ourRel gion and Church : 
before which ſettlement, our humble deſires are, that a Parliamentary Declarat on, may ſpeedily iſſue forth, for re- 
quiring of obedience to the Laws eftabEſhed. Nh ; 
- 2, We likewiſe humbly pray the continuance of thar anc'ent and ever reverenced Epiſcopal Government in our 
Church,& that the Delinquences of any particular perſon,may not cauſe that high & holy office,or call ogcoſufer. 
' 3- We praylikewiſe that in every Pariſh unprovided, there may bea Preaching Miniſter, ard a competent main- 
renance raiſed for frim, and where Improp iationsare, and Preaching Miniſters nor ſufficiently cared for, allowance 
may be had or bettercd x 
\. 4. We pray likew ſe thar ſuch of our Clergy, as upon cnquiry, ſhall be tound,cicher Scandalous or not Orthodox, 
may be admoniſhed, and bond for the berter fupply-and diſcharge of their Cures, or removed. 

5- Wepray likewiſe, that ſome poſitive Law may be En:cd ſor Parſons and Vicars rec: very of their Tythes, and 
that ſuch courſe may be taken for the obraining of them, a; may be moſt ſpecdy, and leaſt chargeable ; That ſo thoſe 
that Miniſter at the Altay, may live by the Altar. 

©. 6. We pray likewiſe, that for the reſtraining and preventing cf 'nordinate licenciouſneſs,there may be ſome penal 
Law enaRted for the puniſhment of Adulcgries, and divers other offences nut puniſhable by the common Law. 

7. Aslikewiſe, that there may be ſome Coecrfive p>wer or Law, ordained for compe)l ng of refratory men to 
the payment of their rates, and$for the reparat'cns of their Pariſh Churches, in which oflate ſome are grown very 
rem & and backward. 6 

'-$. We pray likew ſe, thatgrear care may be taken nor only for diſarming of Recuſants, but for the Education 
of the'r children in the Proteſtant Relig on, | 
: 9. We likew fe ptay, that ſome ſpecdy courſe may be taken for the Redemption of thoſe woful Chr flian Cap- 
tives in Barbary,the want of whom, bath occ: fioned an extraordinary decay and poverty 'n our Maritine Towns and 
Pariſhes, and thar our Coaſts may be ſufficiently guarded and ſecured. 

1*, We likewiſe pray, that whereas this Co aty hath been and. is ſurcbarged double, at leaſt, with Armies, and 
very high in Subſidies, mueh,above our abilities, and the reſpe&iv. charge of divers parts of this K'ngdome ; we 
may (in conſideration hereof ) be relieved in future. 

11, We likewiſe pray, that the Sher'ffs Tun, now grown an unneceMary Court, and only uſed to the grievous 
oppreſſion of the meaner ſort of People, may be ſuppreſſed, and raken avzay, it being more burdenſome than the 
Office of the Clerk' of the Market formerly hath been, 

12, Wel kewiſe pray, that ſuch Dutchy Tenants, as within eur County pay over their rightſul Rents and Du- 
ties unto the Dutchy Officers, rhay not be doubly charged by Procrs ou: uf the Exchequer, as now they are, by ex- 
treme and continual Amercemen s. 

12. Welikewiſc pray, that there may be a reparation of the decay of the Caſtle of © Mawes. and that there ma 
be a ſupply of rhe want of Ordnances, Carriages, Powder, and'Ammv nition, 'nall which, itis extremely d: feRive. 
And' thus with all humbleneſs,crating perdon for with-buld'ng you from yur ther mw iohty offairs but perſwaded that 
#be . cauſe is) conſiderable, and may well challerge # part of g1ur hrnghts, and be pur in aftion; for the effetig of 
whih, as of all things landing to the Purity and peace of our Church, ard Religinn, as fir the ſafe Defence and 
Honor of his Majeſty bis Royal Piſt.rity,and Kingdoms; And i” theſe, y0ur a"d our hagpireſs,as for uniting of bis Gra- 
clous Majeſty and this Honorable Aſſe bly in a mutual carſent and comp"inncy as fir the ureanimous and proſperous pro- 
etcdings of thjs Parljament,we do,and ever ſhill, with bumble _ :mp/orc G ds gracious aſtiſtanc: an &beſſing. 

ED Foam B I N F, | 
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